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TOWARDS A NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC TEACHER’S
MOVEMENT

March 30, 1968

To speak before fellow teachers and future
teachers is always a welcome opportunity for one
involved in what has come to be called the Sec-
ond Propaganda Movement, a movement that
takes after the first efforts of the anticolonial pa-
triots to establish a national democratic regime.

We are in the midst of renewed efforts to
push forward the national democratic revolution
to its completion and fulfilment in accordance
with the terms and requirements of our exploited
masses in the present era.

The first propagandists like Rizal, Del Pilar
and Lopez Jaena were the first teachers of the na-
tion. Beyond the walls of the churches and cleri-
cal schools, they tried to spread enlightenment
among their own people. Being good teachers in
their own time, they learned at the later stages of
their movement that the first reformist demands
that they had made had to be transformed into
revolutionary and separatist demands. Thus the
sense of nationhood ultimately gave form and di-
rection to their movement for public enlighten-
ment.

The propagandists that followed, like Boni-
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facio and Jacinto, combined their ideas of inde-
pendent nationhood and freedom with revolu-
tionary practice and directed their movement
against the colonial enemy. They drew their wis-
dom from social practice and from familiarity
with the problems of the masses and tested their
knowledge in the struggle against the enemy.

The mobilization of the Philippine revolution
was a process of converting political ideas into a
material force against the colonial power struc-
ture whose oppressiveness had stimulated na-
tional democratic enlightenment.

The process of awakening the masses from
centuries of frustrations and suffering was basi-
cally a process of education. To be more precise,
it was a process of re-education. The colonial sys-
tem had held the mind of the Indio through a sys-
tem of “brainwashing” performed mainly by a
theocracy under conditions of feudal stress and
with the pedagogic principles of the rod and rote.

Against colonial miseducation, a national
democratic re-education movement had to be
waged under the extreme dangers of being called
“communists” and “subversive” that today na-
tional democrats are harassed and restricted in
their present movement of enlightenment.

A whole system of thought and prejudices in-
duced by the colonialists was based on the mate-
rial foundation of a feudal society. For this sys-
tem of thought regimentation to persist and pre-
vail, there had to be a system of educational in-
stitutions and processes, which were increasingly
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parasitic as their teachings became more and
more irrelevant to the actual needs of the masses
of the people. There were the Church and its cat-
echetical and higher schools which were limited
by the scope opportunity that could be provided
by a feudal mode of production.

The literacy achieved by a few in the feudal
mode of production was needed chiefly for reli-
gious purposes — for reading prayers, novenas
and hagiographies. Higher courses were availa-
ble to the children of the principalia so that they
may be endowed with enough apologetics, Lat-
inized pedantry and fluency in the Hispanic lan-
guage that would set them apart from the native
masses. The colonial feudal system was merely in
need of a thin buffer line between the foreign elite
and the colonized peasantry. As an all-encom-
passing instrument, comparable in scope to the
mass media of today, the pulpit and the confes-
sional box were used to keep the masses of the
people in a feudal grip.

As rebels of their own time, the first propa-
gandists disputed the system of thought control
that put up mental blocks rather than taught sci-
entific knowledge. The intellectual rebellion
sought new content and new methods of educa-
tion that suited the needs of the people. The Noli
and the Fili and the essays of Dr. Rizal exposed
principally the miseducation and brutalization of
the Filipino masses, dispelled misconceptions
about the supposedly natural indolence of the In-
dio and advocated a system of public education
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free from the control of the friars. It was through
the prism of liberalism that the first propagan-
dists perceived the people’s needs and aspira-
tions. The most progressive educational outlook
and methods that they were able to grasp at the
time was of a liberal frame which concurred with
their own middle-class aspirations in the histori-
cal period of old-type colonialism and feudalism.
Unable to merge themselves right away with the
masses in a practical revolutionary way, they
were under extreme dangers from the Padre
Damasos and Padre Salvis and so they sought the
freer atmosphere of Europe.

It was men like Andres Bonifacio and Emilio
Jacinto, men closer to the Filipino masses, who
would bring the national democratic movement
to a higher stage that sought the realization of
national freedom through revolutionary strug-
gle. It was the higher stage of combining the con-
cepts of sovereignty and freedom with revolu-
tionary practice, necessitated by popular demand
and by the intransigence of the oppressor. It was
the higher stage of using both the sword and the
pen in confrontation with an enemy that had
long been using his sword and pen.

The revolution of 1896 continued to issue
pamphlets and manifestos and hold mass meet-
ings to arouse the masses. Under the aegis of a
revolutionary government, they set up the Aca-
demia Literaria as the spearhead of formal edu-
cational system.

The national democratic objectives and the

4



educational plans of the Philippine revolution of
1896 were to be frustrated, however, by the suc-
cessful aggression against Filipino sovereignty
perpetrated by U.S. imperialism. Using the gun
to defeat the Filipino revolutionaries, they subse-
quently used to pen to write the slogan of “benev-
olent assimilation.” A public school system was
deliberately set up by the Thomasites and the al-
ien soldiers who turned teachers, not so much to
endow the local people unilaterally with the
boons of science and democracy, but to convert
the Philippines into an Asian outpost in Amer-
ica’s “manifest destiny” of achieving world he-
gemony.

There are the simple-minded among us who
restrict educational history to a static compari-
son of the Spanish record and the U.S. record in
setting up public schools. To cultivate a pro-im-
perialist mentality, they deliberately discount the
plans of the Philippine revolutionary government
to set up a public school system as a necessary
instrument for citizenship training and progress.
They obscure the fact that the imperialist con-
quest of the Philippines was not so much directed
against a colonial power that was already losing
out to the forces of national liberation but mainly
against the national sovereignty of the Filipino
people; and whatever educational system the
U.S. imperialists would establish would have to
serve and “justify” the purposes of their imperi-
alism.

For the thought-control of a colonized peo-
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ple, U.S. imperialism is not exclusively reliant on
a system of churches and cleric-run schools. On
the other hand, it is mainly reliant on a wide-
spread educational system and on the modern
mass media to achieve its capitalist purposes.
Concretely, in a country like the Philippines
which has come to be semi-colonial and semi-feu-
dal, U.S. imperialism has its own system of
thought-control and it also compromises with
the old paraphernalia of colonial thought-con-
trol. Here, feudal culture and education have
served as the base for the superimposition of im-
perialist culture and education. The integration
of feudal and imperialist culture and education is
best demonstrated by sectarian schools run by
foreign clerics who defend both feudal and impe-
rialist values; these are schools that serve the na-
tive oligarchy and their children — an extension
of the privileged schooling of the stalwarts of the
colonial principalia.

It is not enough to have schools and to have
literacy. What is even more important is that
these must be made to serve the purposes of the
nation and the masses. It is not enough to have
the bottle; it is more important to determine its
content. If the Philippine revolution had tri-
umphed, we would have had the bottle and we
would have also determined its content.

U.S. imperialism is fond of making the con-
descending assertion that it taught us self-gov-
ernment and democracy. That is a big lie that ac-
tually denies the value of the revolutionary ef-
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forts of our people. When the U.S. imperialists
came, it was precisely to suppress the revolution-
ary national democratic regime that had been
made possible by the struggle of the masses.

U.S. monopoly-capitalism, in its functions of
exporting surplus products and surplus capital,
has been compelled to train a more extensive lo-
cal bureaucracy and technocracy in the Philip-
pines unlike the old colonial system which was
bases on a lower form of social development and
which needed a thinner layer of educated pup-
pets. The illusion of free exchange is maintained
under imperialism, say free trade relations in raw
materials from the colony and finished products
from the capitalist metropolis, or free wage con-
tracts between capitalists and workers within a
society. This structure or relations requires a
more extensive local bureaucracy and technoc-
racy.

In our educational system today, students are
indoctrinated in the concepts and methods of an
imperialist culture and feudal culture. The typical
student in the present educational system at every
level has a sophisticated split personality that suf-
fers from a double constriction of outlook. A
docile feudal mentality is mixed up with the ava-
ricious mechanical mentality of the bourgeoisie
so typical of career men in every field.

The national democratic movement, as a
movement for re-educating those who have been
miseducated, is now twice difficult. If the First
Propaganda Movement had to contend with a
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clerical structure of thinking, the Second Propa-
ganda Movement still has to contend with it and,
in addition, with an imperialist-oriented system
of education. And yet we are already in the era of
the global triumph of national democratic and
socialist revolutions.

Asserting the true purposes of education, as-
serting its national and social purposes, is now a
challenge that all of us must face. This is no
longer just the time for stating hypocritically that
we are already free and independent as a nation.
This is now the era when the underpinnings of the
semi-colonial and semi-feudal Philippine society
and also the underpinnings of the master state in
the “free world,” U.S. imperialism, are disinte-
grating.

Revolutionary forces here and abroad are
arising so rapidly to replace the old with the new.
The toiling masses and the intelligentsia in our
country are definitely clamouring for a national
democratic revolution to free them from foreign
and feudal domination. The movement of events
in this nation and in the whole world is so rapid.
We who presume to be teachers must be con-
stantly alert students or else our schools will be-
come isolated purveyors of outmoded thoughts
and illusions. If the teacher fails to update the
content and quality of his teaching, he will surely
fail to prepare his students for a fruitful and prac-
tical struggle. The surge of the national demo-
cratic revolution will certainly expose their inept-
itude and inadequacies. The teacher who dog-
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gedly allows himself to be bound by traditional
relations, methods and illusions becomes an in-
strument of reaction. It is now our duty to re-ex-
amine and repudiate the structure of thinking
that exploiting nations and exploiting classes
have built into our educational system.

All teachers and future teachers who place
themselves on the side of truth, justice and pro-
gress should band themselves into the Second
Propaganda Movement and become a definite
force in the national democratic movement. They
should reject every kind of nonsense taught in
school; grasp the theory resolutely in concrete
Philippine conditions. It is not enough for them
to consider their walled-in classrooms as the in-
cubators of the revolutionary movement. It is
also necessary for them to exert without delay ef-
forts to convert the entire country into a huge
classroom for revolution. In the Second Propa-
ganda Movement, teachers and future teachers
should join the workers, peasants, the urban
petty bourgeoisic and other revolutionary ele-
ments in their mass activities of self-education.

(josemariasison.eu)



YOUTH ON THE MARCH

November 2, 1968

A nation that does not continuously renew it-
self through progressive-minded and militant
youth cannot possibly advance. A world of timid
and apathetic youth will merely feed all the re-
gimes of injustice and exploitation with a con-
stant flow of manpower for exploited labour and
cannon fodder for unjust wars. Even a revolu-
tionary society, say, a socialist one, would stag-
nate and be thereafter corrupted if the process of
renewal and of continuous revolution is ne-
glected or deliberately held back.

It is in the very nature of the world and of
history that while there are youth who question
and fight the outdated order, striving to build a
new system or reach a new stage of development
in which they stand to gain.

The problem of succession through the youth
is common to both reactionaries and revolution-
aries. The reactionaries strive to preserve an edu-
cational and cultural system that moulds the
thinking and behavioural patterns of the youth in
a conservative way. The true revolutionaries
work to make all parts of their superstructure
correspond to the mode of existence of their so-
ciety. Just as reactionaries zealously try to pre-
serve a heritage of exploitation, the true revolu-
tionaries look after their successors in the march
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towards greater social progress.

The youth are divisible into two conflicting
sides of history, each side trying to influence the
apathetics in the middle sections of the political
spectrum. It is necessary to recognize that the
youth, more than their elders, are more receptive
to what is new and progressive.

This receptiveness is sharply seen in crises,
when the old ruling classes and the old authori-
ties can no longer rule in the old way and resist
change. As the crisis ripens, a youthful move-
ment and leadership inevitably emerges with the
new ideology, the new political program and the
new course of action. No matter what social class
ascends to replace the old ruling class, it relies on
the ever-expanding adherence of the youth to
what is new and progressive. Even the youth in
self-satisfied centres of learning in the Establish-
ment raise the banner of change.

We are living today in a world of crises,
marked by rapid emergence of the new and rabid
resistance of the old. Never has the world been so
shaken as now. The forces of socialism and na-
tional liberation are striking down the ramparts
of imperialism and local reactionary power with
a global sweep. We are in the midst of a radical
choice.

We are in a world where old verities and old
structures are the target of angry yet positive,
critical but constructive, mass actions of the
youth and the people.

“To rebel is justified!” is the battle cry of the
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youth of China. There the youth came to be
known the world over as the Red Guards. Mil-
lions mobilized all over China and, because of
our proximity to China, we could almost hear the
sound of their marches. Supported by the masses,
they brought down the bourgeois academic au-
thorities (reactionary teachers and administra-
tors) and demanded a change in the educational
system. Again, together with the masses, the Red
Guards gathered enough strength to topple down
degenerate government and party officials taking
the capitalist road.

Where but in their own schools did the Red
Guards start their great proletarian cultural rev-
olution? They saw their schools reflecting society
incorrectly. They acted to rectify the irrespon-
siveness of schools and school authorities to the
needs and demands of workers and peasants. At
the University of Peking, the whole earth-shak-
ing phenomenon called the great proletarian cul-
tural revolution started with big posters de-
nouncing the highly-placed miscreants.

From the confines of academic walls, the
youth took to the streets to muster support from
the masses of the people. Soon, because of the re-
lationship between school and society, the masses
saw the point of the Red Guards. The Chinese
youth became, in the May 4th Movement, a van-
guard force of enlightenment, arousing not only
their own new generation but the broad masses
of the people. They could have been easily
pushed back by the reactionaries but for the
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overwhelming support of the masses who them-
selves fully participated in the most extensive de-
mocracy and mass learning ever witnessed by
mankind.

What the Red Guards did in China also tran-
spired in France, the United States, West Ger-
many, [taly, Brazil, Uruguay and Mexico. The
youth form a progressive force and subsequently
strive to merge with the masses on the basis of
basic popular demands against U.S. imperialism
and the various stripes of local reactionaries.

The seizure of entire universities as Columbia
University, the Sorbonne and many others in
Latin America and Western Europe is similar to
the seizure of Chinese universities by the Chinese
youth.

In France, the youth seized the university and
then took the streets in the Latin Quarter. All this
was followed by something more extensive and
more profound as the general strike of French
workers and farmers which still haunts De
Gaulle’s regime. A few tens of thousands of
youth started what subsequently embraced more
than ten millions workers and farmers, frighten-
ing the reactionaries and compelling them to un-
leash the violence of the state. The French youth
became truly strong politically with the support
given to them by the masses of workers and farm-
ers.

Let us compare the progressive actions of the
militant youth with those much ballyhooed in the
Western press as exemplary models of youth re-
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bellion.

In Eastern Europe, particularly in Czecho-
slovakia and Poland, the ultra-revisionist youth
press for rapid liberalization, which means a
faster return of capitalism and a collaborative re-
lationship with the United States and West Ger-
many.

In Asia, we are witness to youth movements
which helped overthrow certain regimes,
Syngman Rhee’s in South Korea and Sukarno’s
in Indonesia. These youth actions differ radically
from what transpired in China. In the former, the
existing corrupt state was retained and the old
problems of exploitation and bureaucratic cor-
ruption aggravated. The change was not actually
made by the youth, together with the masses, but
by the reactionary army which always tries to
preserve the old state. In Korea, General Park
Chung Hee merely took advantage of youth un-
rest against Syngman Rhee and seized power by
coup d’état over the heads of the masses. In In-
donesia, the same thing happened with Generals
Nasution and Suharto replacing Sukarno. The
previous character of the state did not change.

Summarizing all these phenomena, we can
state that the youth can be revolutionary only if
supported by the masses in effecting a basic
transformation of the state. Separated from the
struggle of the masses, the youth only lead them-
selves into spasms of anarchy, a situation easily
taken advantage of by reactionary army officers
and other kinds of palace revolutionists.
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It is worthwhile to differentiate revolutionary
youth from counter-revolutionary youth. If there
were youth attracted to the swastika of Hitler’s
Jungen, there were also youth who joined parti-
san movements all over Europe, who fought fas-
cism and triumphed in the end over the German
war machine. If there are youth enlisted in the
armed forces of the United States on missions of
genocide in Vietnam, there are more American
youth in the anti-imperialist, anti-war and anti-
draft movement. There are also the rebellious
black youth in the ghettoes. The young hoodlums
backstopped by the reactionary armies of Indo-
nesia, south Korea and other client states of the
U.S. who go into rampages against progressives
and democrats of their own countries, are coun-
terpointed by the revolutionary youth who join
the masses fighting against established system of
exploitation and suppression.

We see the revolutionary courage and hero-
ism of the Vietnamese youth fighting American
aggression in their country. The People’s Libera-
tion Armed Forces of south Vietnam are youth-
ful faces.

The Filipino youth have had their own share
of revolutionary struggles — against the Spanish
colonialists, against the American imperialists,
against the Japanese fascists. A revolutionary
civil war has once occurred within the living
memory of many of today’s youth; constantly
threatening imperialists and landlords, it pins its
hopes on the youth.
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Youth is the best fighting age. This is not
meant to exclude progressive adults from the
ranks of revolutionaries: after all, no matter how
old they may be, they are still young in spirit be-
cause of revolutionary experience and continuing
revolutionary commitment.

Both old and young are subsumed by classes,
drawn into the contention of classes and nations,
with the young grasping earliest the new and pro-
gressive.

It is the youth in the tradition of the Philip-
pine revolution, of Andres Bonifacio, Emilio
Jacinto and Gregorio del Pilar we are most con-
cerned with. They shed their blood on the battle
field against foreign tyrants and their local min-
ions. With the Philippines increasingly in crisis,
we expect more youth to take the uncompromis-
ing road of revolt against social injustices. After
a long lull in the countryside and in the cities, we
can observe the stirrings of a resurgent national
democratic movement in the womb of a mis-
shapen semi-colonial and semi-feudal society.
The youth of the city, especially students and
young workers, are rising in dissent. Young peas-
ants are goading their elders; the youth are astir
in Cotabato, Negros, Quezon, Pampanga, in
many places. The youth are the vanguard of na-
tional reawakening.

It is in this respect that Kabataang Maka-
bayan, the national democratic youth organiza-
tion with the most profoundly articulate pro-
gram and the most widespread membership in
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the Philippines today, has called itself the Second
Propaganda Movement, apart from the connota-
tion and the denotation that it is striving to solve
old problems. It is a movement that prepares
public opinion for the advance and triumph of
working people under the radiant banner of pro-
letarian leadership. It seeks to arouse and mobi-
lize the masses towards the achievement of a na-
tional democracy that is new and progressive
within the context of the most radical advances
made by mankind and the working class. It seeks
to project the ideological and political principles
that can provide scientific direction to social rev-
olution.

With Kabataang Makabayan in the van-
guard, the Filipino youth are striving for pro-
gress and social justice. They have demonstrated
a militance comparable to the youth of other
lands and those in previous stages of our national
history. They have manifested a profound under-
standing of basic problems and of the day’s is-
sues.

With Kabataang Makabayan in the van-
guard, there have been demonstrations of such
depth and magnitude never before witnessed,
protesting iniquities in our social and political
system. There have been demonstrations spear-
headed by KM on the murder of Filipinos in U.S.
military bases, the Parity Amendment and the
Laurel-Langley Agreement, the Vietnam war, the
Retail Trade Nationalization Law and many oth-
ers.
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The historic actions of October 23rd and 24th
of 1966 are still fresh in the minds of the youth;
these exposed the Manila Summit and caught the
U.S. President and a big complement of Asian
puppets together. There have been workers’, stu-
dents’ and teachers’ strikes participated in by
Kabataang Makabayan. All the time the charac-
ter of the bourgeois state is displayed before the
unarmed protestants.

In schools all over the country, especially in
the University of the Philippines, there is a grow-
ing ferment manifested often by student action.
In the working-class movement, the young work-
ers are reassuming leadership. In the countryside,
the youth are more articulate and critical of the
old problem of feudalism than the officials of the
barrio council and community development pro-
jects of the reactionaries.

Alone, demonstrations, speeches and leaflets
cannot bring about the fundamental change of
basic governmental policies but they certainly
arouse the masses and even goad certain sections
of the urban petty bourgeoisie and the national
bourgeoisie to question the basic tenets of the
neo-colonial regime. They also discourage bla-
tant abuses by the reactionaries.

Whatever its detractors say, Kabataang
Makabayan, on the basis of present objective
conditions, has become a milestone in the long
march of national democratic revolution. Is there
any Philippine youth organization now, compa-
rable in strength and achievement in the national
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democratic movement? The KM has made cer-
tain achievements that can no longer be disre-
garded by history. Prof. Teodoro A. Agoncillo
has taken note of these in his History of the Fili-
pino People. Its merits lie not only in its acts of
democratic protest, in militating the people, but
also in its more quiet acts of spreading the tenets
of national democracy in urban and rural areas.

A whole range of challenges to the Filipino
youth are contained in the national democratic
program of action of Kabataang Makabayan.
This program defines the conditions and tasks of
the Filipino youth. As we protest, we affirm the
direction we are taking.

In the political field, we want to arouse and
mobilize the Filipino youth as a powerful coordi-
nate of the masses led by the working class in the
great movement to realize the national demo-
cratic revolution. We are committed to assisting
the development of a powerful mass movement
and a working-class leadership that can trans-
form the character of the present state and rid
ourselves of the malignant rule of the comprador
bourgeoisie, the landlords and the corrupt gov-
ernment officials.

In the economic field, we seek national indus-
trialization independent of the foreign monopo-
lies on the basis of an agrarian revolution that
liberates the peasants from feudal and semi- feu-
dal oppression. We envision a just and prosper-
ous society that is made possible only by the most
intense and most effective political struggles of
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workers and peasants. We do not seek crumbs
from the well-laden table of the almighty few but
we seek general economic conditions that will not
foster class exploitation.

In the cultural field, we demand the national
democratic reorientation of our educational sys-
tem, mass media and other parts of the social su-
perstructure. We reject the colonial-feudal and
bourgeois-imperialist culture that restrain the ad-
vance of the exploited masses and all other pro-
gressive sectors of the population. At a time when
the youth are corrupted by a backward and dec-
adent culture, we urge the rising Filipino youth,
a fresh force, to overthrow such regressive and
anti-popular culture and make possible a new
and progressive one responsive to the aspirations
of the nation and the masses.

In the field of social welfare and mass work,
we seek the improvement of the working and liv-
ing conditions of the masses of workers, peas-
ants, fishermen and all of the semi-proletariat.
The youth must help them develop the political
strength that can guarantee whatever economic
gains have been made. They must take the mass
line, that is, rouse them on the basis of their own
concrete demands and rely on their massive ef-
forts to contend with the exploiters. They must
help heighten the political consciousness of the
masses in the course of participating in their eco-
nomic struggle.

In the field of national security, we demand
the abolition of the country’s dependence on for-
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eign military bases and dictation. We base our
concept of national security on the sovereign
democratic powers of the masses. If the masses
can succeed in freeing themselves from U.S. im-
perialist control and from their local exploiters,
it will be impossible for another foreign power to
subject them to another successful aggression.
The mythical possibility of another foreign ag-
gression is no justification for the reality of a per-
petuated aggression against the nation and the
masses by U.S. imperialism and local exploiting
classes. Our well-entrenched enemy keeps saying
our friends are our enemies in order to present
himself as our friend.

In the field of foreign policy, we seek an in-
dependent diplomacy and trade, a broadening of
the present state of our foreign relations and a re-
jection of the stultifying “special relations” with
the U.S. government, U.S. imperialism has so
much control over our national life that the sim-
pletons and deliberate liars in our midst keep
spreading that we rally merely on foreign policy
issues when the fact is that there are perfectly do-
mestic issues even as a foreign power is the target
of our opposition. That is because such a foreign
power is well-entrenched in our politics, econ-
omy, culture and security system; this is an all-
round domination by the imperialists on the ba-
sis of the semi-feudal debility of the country.

The tasks of the national-democratic move-
ment, the entire Filipino youth and Kabataang
Makabayan, are clear. In schools, farms, facto-
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ries and communities, new cells of change are
multiplying before the sweep of the Second Prop-
aganda Movement.

The unfulfilled aspirations of the nation and
the masses throb in the hearts and minds of the
young. This generation strives to recoup the fail-
ures of the past and girds for the triumphs of the
future. As the progressive youth movement and
Kabataang Makabayan struggle for fundamen-
tal changes, they will be defamed by the overt and
covert enemies of national democracy but they
will triumph in the end.

Only through militant struggle can the best in
the youth emerge. Only through the struggle can
the constant replenishment of the fighting forces
by the ceaseless flow of new blood become more
evident.

(josemariasison.eu)
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THE PETTY BOURGEOISIE!
October 1969

The petty bourgeoisie is the lowest and most
sizable stratum of the local bourgeoisie. It in-
cludes the vast majority of the intelligentsia like
teachers, student youth, low-income profession-
als, office clerks and lower government officials;
middle peasants; small businessmen; master
handicraftsmen; carpenter contractors; fisher-
men with their own small motorized boats and
implements; and relatively well-paid skilled
workers.

Of the three strata of the local bourgeoisie, it
possesses the smallest amount of property. It is
mainly characterized by relative economic self-
sufficiency accruing either from the ownership of
a small amount of productive means or the pos-
session of some special training or skills. In com-
parison with the national bourgeoisie, it has a
more limited and generally fixed income and is
definitely more oppressed by imperialism, feu-
dalism and bureaucrat capitalism and is, there-
fore, far more progressive. It is an important mo-
tive force of the Philippine Revolution in being a
reliable ally of the working class.

The petty bourgeoisie deserves our close at-
tention because its support for and participation

! Excerpt from the work, Philippine Society and Revo-
lution.
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in the people’s democratic revolution is decisive
in shifting the balance of forces against the na-
tional and class enemies of the Filipino people.
This stratum has three levels — upper, middle,
and lower — distinguishable on the general basis
of income. The petty bourgeoisie at each level has
a corresponding political tendency toward the
Philippine Revolution.

The upper level includes those who manage
to have some cash savings or grain surplus each
year. They are the most affluent in the ranks of
the petty bourgeoisie, and they aspire to join the
middle bourgeoisie. They are, however, a small
minority in the petty-bourgeois stratum. Their
political tendency is markedly influenced by the
bourgeoisie. Thus, they constitute the right wing
of the petty bourgeoisie. They tend to be influ-
enced by the political views of the bourgeoisie in
the reactionary schools and mass media, and they
echo these views as if these were their own. From
their ranks are often recruited the local leaders of
the reactionary parties and also the provincial
members of various U.S.-style clubs like the Jay-
cees, Rotary, Lions and YMCA and also such
clerical groups as the Christian Social Move-
ment, Knights of Columbus, Daughters of Isa-
bella, Catholic Women’s League, Catholic Ac-
tion and the Cursillo.

The middle level of the petty bourgeoisie in-
cludes those who are in the main economically
self-supporting and who earn just enough to
make both ends meet. They are extremely con-
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cerned about their source of income lest they fall
into difficulties. They are subject to the political
influence of the upper level, but at the same time
they are subject to the influence of the restless
lower level of the petty bourgeoisie. They are ver-
bally abusive of the imperialists and the local ex-
ploiters in a very personal way, but at the same
time they express doubts about the effectiveness
of the revolutionary mass movement. They have
a strong tendency to stay “neutral” but they do
not oppose revolution. Because of their great
number, being at least one half of the petty bour-
geoisie, they have to be won over to the fold of
the revolution in order to shift the balance of
forces not only within the petty bourgeoisie but
also within the whole nation.

The lower level of the petty bourgeoisie in-
cludes those whose standard of living is definitely
falling and are annually harassed by the deficit in
their accounts. To cover their financial difficul-
ties, they incur debts from their relatives and
friends or mortgage their property to usurers.
The misery of their lives is sharpened by the fact
that they have seen better days. They are in great
mental distress as they watch their means dwin-
dle. This part of the petty bourgeoisie is great in
number and tends to welcome and accept the wis-
dom of joining the revolution. It is the left wing
of the petty bourgeoisie. In times of crisis or war,
it becomes a distinct and a considerable force
rapidly participating in the revolutionary mass
movement. In its forward movement, it brings
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along the middle level and even the upper level of
the petty bourgeoisie. Even at the initial stage, it
is important to conduct political work among the
semi-owner peasants who comprise the lower
level and left wing of the rural petty bourgeoisie
or who to an increasing degree are falling to the
status of the semi-proletariat or poor peasants.

At this stage, it is already clear how im-
portant it is to arouse and mobilize the low-in-
come intelligentsia and student youth who com-
prise the overwhelming majority of the urban
petty bourgeoisie. In both city and countryside,
the petty bourgeoisie have the common peculiar
character of being economically hard-pressed be-
cause they have to send their children to high
school and college as an expected means of main-
taining or raising their status.

Among the various sectors of the petty bour-
geoisie, the intelligentsia (student youth, teach-
ers, low-income professionals and intellectuals) is
the most important and decisive in preparing
public opinion in favour of the Philippine Revo-
lution on a nationwide scale. The student youth
and teachers can join the vanguard of the cultural
revolution in shattering the superstructure that
stifles the nation and preserves the exploitative
system. They are in a good position to undertake
this task because they have a keen political sense;
they are the most numerous part of the intelli-
gentsia; they are the most widespread, and yet
they are concentrated in schools at particular
points in both urban and rural areas. They can
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easily relay revolutionary propaganda and reach
the masses throughout the archipelago beyond
the capability of the reactionaries to curtail the
truth of the people’s democratic revolution. That
is why it is very important to conduct revolution-
ary propaganda and revolutionary work among
them.

Most of those who belong to the intelligent-
sia have extremely limited fixed income and,
thus, they are extremely oppressed by imperial-
ism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. Most
teachers receive salaries that are barely adequate
and many of them live in fear of unemployment
due to the vagaries of the system. Most students
also live in fear of having to discontinue their
studies or having no employment after gradua-
tion. They depend on their families, which are
mainly petty-bourgeois and have nothing much
to bequeath to them. There are quite a number of
students in cities who labour at the same time as
office clerks, menials, drivers or factory workers
to earn their living and their matriculation fees;
these either come from proletarian or peasant
families. Low-income intellectuals and profes-
sionals have the same economic difficulties as
most of those who belong to the intelligentsia. In
general, the intelligentsia is extremely receptive
to revolutionary propaganda.

As in the old democratic revolution when
student youth were among those in the forefront
of the propaganda movement, the student youth
are again among those in the forefront of the
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propaganda movement of today’s struggle for
people’s democracy. The previous decade of the
sixties was marked by a revolutionary activism
among the student youth that is now unfolding
even more vigorously in the current decade of the
seventies in the form of increasingly bigger mili-
tant mass demonstrations combining the intelli-
gentsia with the workers and peasants and in the
form of student propaganda and investigation
teams going to factories, farms and other schools
to conduct mass work on a wider scale. The stu-
dent youth are an important force assisting the
proletariat in the spread of revolutionary propa-
ganda on a nationwide scale.

The people’s democratic revolution cannot
be advanced without the participation of revolu-
tionary intellectuals. Nevertheless, it must be rec-
ognized that intellectuals are characteristically
subjective, individualistic, impetuous or casily
cowed because of their petty-bourgeois origin,
living conditions and political outlook. They are
susceptible to counter-revolutionary ideas, in-
cluding modern revisionism centred in the Soviet
Union and pseudo-revolutionary ideas as those
of Che Guevara, Herbert Marcuse and Regis
Debray, to say the least. They can overcome their
weaknesses and shortcomings only by deeply in-
volving themselves in mass struggles over a long
period of time. Some will drop out and a few will
even become enemies of the revolution, but oth-
ers will revolutionize and remould their thinking
and persist in the ranks of the revolutionaries. At
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all times, the proletariat should be alert to their
weaknesses.

(Philippine Society and Revolution, 6th ed.)
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CULTURAL IMPERIALISM IN
THE PHILIPPINES'

November 23, 1994

I1. U.S. Cultural Imperialism in Neo-
Colonial Philippines

After World War II, the United States
granted nominal independence to the Philippines
in 1946 and gave to the politicians of the big com-
pradors and landlords the responsibility for na-
tional administration. The Philippines became a
neo-colonial republic. Its social economy re-
mained semi-feudal and its political system, semi-
colonial.

The United States touted the Philippines as
the show window of democracy in Asia, a proof
of American “altruism” or “benevolence” until
only 25 years later, in 1972, Marcos imposed on
the Philippines 16 years of fascist dictatorship,
lasting until 1986. Just as it retained the property
rights of U.S. corporations and citizens, parity
rights in the exploitation of natural resources, its
military bases and control over the Philippine
armed forces through treaties and executive
agreements, the United States retained control
over the Philippine educational and cultural sys-
tem through the accumulated colonial mentality

! Excerpt from the larger work, Cultural Imperialism in
the Philippines.
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and through new arrangements, new programs
and new techniques.

The anti-communism which first became
pronounced in the ‘30s became even more ampli-
fied as a crucial component of colonial mentality
and it intensified after World War II in reaction
to the communist-led national liberation move-
ment in the Philippines and to the socialist coun-
tries and the national liberation movements in
Asia and elsewhere in the world. The cold war
became a driving force in American cultural im-
perialism in the Philippines. Anti-communism
has become the pretext for continuing U.S. dom-
ination of the Philippines, preserving the unjust
colonial system of the big compradors and land-
lords and for suppressing the national and dem-
ocratic aspirations of the people. It has been a
strong glue of the anti-national and anti-demo-
cratic combination of U.S. cultural imperialism
and the feudal culture at various levels of Philip-
pine society and in various fields of social activ-
ity.

Since then, the study programs and text-
books have been ideologically designed and di-
rected by U.S. educational advisors, visiting pro-
fessors and their Filipino sidekicks have been fi-
nanced by grants under the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) and its pre-
decessor agencies, under U.S. Public Law 480
and under a variety of U.S. foundations like that
of Ford and Rockefeller.

Scholarships and study travel grants under
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the Fulbright and Smith-Mundt programs, the
private U.S. foundations, U.S.-based religious
organizations and direct exchange relations be-
tween U.S. and Philippine universities and other
institutions have been exceedingly important in
determining or influencing the mode of thinking
of university professors and their students.

The U.S. Information Agency and its prede-
cessor agencies, the Voice of America, the Peace
Corps and American religious missionaries have
been active in spreading anti-communist and
pro-imperialist propaganda and biases against
the national and democratic aspirations of the
people. Information from abroad is fed to the
Philippines mainly by U.S. wire services, like the
Associated Press and United Press International,
and by the Voice of America. A recent powerful
U.S. source of information is CNN on television.
In its shadowy ways, the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) deliberately plants stories in the
Philippine mass media in order to slander and de-
monize personalities and movements considered
an anathema to U.S. national interests.

The agents of U.S. cultural imperialism al-
ways raise a hue and cry about objective report-
ing whenever they are confronted with the prole-
tarian revolutionary stand and with the anti-im-
perialist line of national liberation. But in fact
news and features in the bourgeois mass media
are characterized by selectivity and a slant
against those who oppose the dominance of for-
eign monopoly capital and local reaction. But the
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direct purveyors of U.S. cultural imperialism do
not have to be Americans. The print and elec-
tronic mass media have been nationalized since
1972 and are again under the pressure of de-na-
tionalization.

Nonetheless, Filipino owners, broadcast
managers and editors have a colonial mentality
and use either canned U.S.-made or Filipino-
made features and programs aping the current
U.S. trend or fashion. In the first place, commod-
ities in the market are prestigious and preferable
because they are U.S.-made or of U.S. origin.
Coca Cola, McDonald’s and Marlboro are pop-
ular brands. Commercial advertising in elec-
tronic and print media popularize U.S. goods.
The biggest advertising firms in the Philippines
are American, or if Filipino-owned, advertise
U.S. products and ape Madison Avenue style.

The persistence of English as the principal
medium of instruction in schools and likewise of
official and mass communications provides an
ever-ready medium of U.S. cultural imperialism.
English is not simply the number one foreign lan-
guage in the Philippines. Together with its Ta-
glish (Tagalog-English admixture — like Brutch
in the Netherlands) by-product, English is the
number one language to which the Pilipino or
Manila-based Tagalog runs a far second as a me-
dium of communications among Filipinos who
have gone beyond high school.

The gains made by the movement for a na-
tional and democratic culture, from the ‘60s to
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the early ‘70s, were reversed by the Marcos fas-
cist regime, starting in 1972. For instance, the in-
creasing preference of university teachers for Ta-
galog as medium of instruction and radio broad-
casters for Philippine music in Tagalog were re-
versed. Of course, songs, films and articles criti-
cal of the oppression and exploitation of the peo-
ple by U.S. imperialism and the local exploiting
classes were banned and their authors came un-
der severe persecution, including job dismissals,
confiscation of property, incarceration and tor-
ture.

Literature in English enjoys a higher stature
than that in Tagalog among the university-edu-
cated even if the latter enjoys a wider readership
in Tagalog publications. In fact, the standards
and canons of what is considered good creative
writing are still set in the main by aesthetics and
literary criticism derived from U.S. bourgeois lit-
erature by the general run of university teachers,
writers and critics who are rotated on scholar-
ships and travel grants to the United States.

Whatever are the sophisticated theories that
revolve around art for art’s sake or the so-called
purity of poetry among the university-educated,
the fact remains that when they leave the class-
rooms, they buy mostly the mediocre American
pulp novels or potboilers featuring sex and vio-
lence, comics and magazines featuring movie and
athletic pop stars.

One very striking manifestation of the wide-
spread and deep-going influence of U.S. cultural
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imperialism in the Philippines is the result of a
poll survey among public school children for
someone’s doctoral dissertation in the ‘80s. The
children were asked what citizenship they would
opt for had they been given the choice. The over-
whelming majority opted for U.S. citizenship.

U.S. cultural influence, imperialist or other-
wise, runs strong in the Philippines not only be-
cause of its superimposition on or penetration of
the culture in the Philippines by American agen-
cies and agents but because of the heavy traffic of
Filipinos between the United States and the Phil-
ippines, and the fact that around two million Fil-
ipinos now reside in the United States.

Since 1989, when the revisionist bureaucrat
capitalist regime of China went into turmoil and
similar regimes in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union masquerading for a long time as socialist
started to disintegrate, the U.S. ideological and
propaganda machinery has gone into high gear
in spreading the line that the struggle for national
liberation and socialism is hopeless and that his-
tory can go no farther than capitalism and liberal
democracy.

A small section of the intelligentsia has
tended to be carried away by the imperialist ide-
ological and political offensive. And a handful of
paid agents of the U.S. and some unreliable ele-
ments have drummed up the idea that the anti-
imperialist struggle and the class struggle have
become marginalized and futile. They have
prated that nothing can be done but to seek bour-
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geois democratic reforms within a “new world
order” under the single hegemony of the United
States.

The NGOs financed by U.S., West European
and Japanese funding agencies have misrepre-
sented themselves as the alternative to the revo-
lutionary mass movement led by the working-
class party. Notwithstanding the hegemony of
U.S. cultural imperialism in the Philippines,
tightened by high technology in transport and
communications, it rides on the persistent layers
of feudal and folk culture due to the unchanged
semi-colonial and semi-feudal character of Phil-
ippine society. There is resistance and collabora-
tion between imperialist and feudal culture but
there is mainly a schizophrenic collaboration, es-
pecially in the maintenance of the economic, po-
litical and cultural status quo.

(josemariasison.eu)
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MESSAGE TO THE 6th
CONGRESS OF ANAKBAYAN

May 2011

I am delighted to express my solidarity with
the leadership and membership of Anakbayan.
In spirit, I am with you in your 6th Congress. I
am confident that you will be able to achieve the
important objectives of the congress.

Do your best in assessing the situation and
experience, in forming resolutions, new policies
and a program, and in improving your national
organization. The lessons you will learn from an-
alysing the 12-year experience of Anakbayan and
improving the quality of the basic documents of
the organization such as the Constitution, Orien-
tation and Program is very important.

It is necessary to know the objective and sub-
jective factors of the fast growth of Anakbayan
from 1998 to 2001 and the decline in the member-
ship up to this year. Anakbayan and the youth
alliance played a big role in ousting Estrada in
2001. It is also important to investigate why Ar-
royo remained in power for so a long time in spite
of her rotting stench and the people’s loathing for
her.

I am glad that you are determined to over-
come the hardships, to solve the problems, and
to strengthen and advance the youth movement
further. The theme of the congress is the precise
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response to the challenges of the time: “Advance
the Upsurge: Rely on the revolutionary lessons
and solid strength of the masses! Boldly expand
and strengthen yourselves towards a new level of
the national democratic struggle!”

I am thankful for the presentation by Ki-
lusang Mayo Uno of the worsening crisis of
global capitalism and for that of Kilusang Mag-
bubukid ng Pilipinas of the crisis of the semi-co-
lonial and semi-feudal system in the Philippines.
Thus, the general basis is clear for my discussion
of the historic role of the Filipino youth, the cur-
rent tasks and prospects of the youth and the Fil-
ipino people.

Based on my knowledge of history and my
own experience, the role of the youth in waging
the revolution or advancing the patriotic and
progressive mass movement is important and de-
cisive. The youth are characterized by having
vigour both in thought and action, the readiness
to accept new and revolutionary ideas and ways,
daring in the fight against the unjust system,
bravery in taking part in the revolution, and the
desire to create a bright future.

In the old democratic revolution, almost all
the leaders and members of the Katipunan and
the revolutionary government and army that it
gave birth to were from the youth. In the new
democratic revolution, Kabataang Makabayan
was deliberately established as a comprehensive
youth organization to link the students with their
fellow youth in the toiling masses and other sec-
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tors and classes of the petty bourgeoisie and mid-
dle bourgeoisie.

From the very beginning, Kabataang Maka-
bayan was inspired by the Katipunan and the old
democratic revolution. But, based on the condi-
tions of modern imperialism and world proletar-
1an revolution, KM considered itself as an assis-
tant of the proletariat’s revolutionary party in
advancing the new democratic revolution in the
Philippines.

KM quickly spread throughout the Philip-
pines because the merger of the old communist
and socialist parties strayed into revisionism,
while the communists within KM became part of
establishing the new revolutionary party of the
proletariat. The veteran party members who
were loyal to Marxism-Leninism and Maoism
joined them. A new party was quickly born
which was national in scope and was rooted in
the toiling masses because of the broadness and
depth of KM’s organization.

Many members of the Party and fighters of
the New People’s Army came from KM. During
the period of the fascist dictatorship, KM acted
underground and secretly in the cities and towns.
The Party recognized KM as the League of Com-
munist Youth. This increased its membership
among students, workers, peasants, urban poor,
professionals and other sectors of the petty-bour-
geois and middle bourgeois. The role of KM in
advancing the underground and the legal mass
movement was decisive in bringing down the fas-
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cist dictatorship.

The role of youth organizations that uphold
the national democratic line such as Anakbayan
is unceasingly important. Foreign monopoly
capitalism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism
are ceaseless in worsening the exploitation and
oppression of the Filipino youth and people. The
constant crisis of the ruling semi-colonial and
semi-feudal system is ever-worsening, especially
now that the world capitalist system is being
shaken by a crisis comparable to the Great De-
pression.

Those from the toiling masses as well as those
from the middle strata are now experiencing ex-
treme hardship. Unemployment is widespread.
Incomes are not increasing and their real value is
constantly decreasing due to the rapid increase in
the prices of food, oil and other basic commodi-
ties that the masses need. Social services such as
education, health, housing and others have been
privatized and the extraction of profit from these
is worsening. With regard to the remaining social
services from the reactionary government, the
fees being charged are high while the indirect
taxes included in the prices of basic commodities
are already high.

The Aquino regime continues and aggravates
the bad policies and programs dictated by the im-
perialists led by the U.S. The economy is being
opened up further to the foreign monopolies for
the exploitation of the toiling masses, natural re-
sources and the extraction of superprofits. The
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landlords’ exploitation of peasants and farm
workers continues and is getting worse. The cor-
ruption of those in power in the reactionary state
continues and is getting worse.

The grievances of the masses are widespread
and resound everywhere. But the state responds
to their cries with repression. In accordance with
the orders of U.S. imperialism, the Aquino re-
gime is carrying out brutal and bloody cam-
paigns of suppression against the patriotic and
progressive forces of the Filipino youth and the
people. Military, police and paramilitary vio-
lence is accompanied by pretence of peace nego-
tiations, and military operations are being la-
belled as peace and development operations.
There is more and more evidence that the U.S.
and the Aquino regime is aggravating the civil
war in our country.

Do your best in attracting and enlightening
the Filipino youth on the line of the national
democratic revolution. Ignite their emotions and
raise the level of their consciousness through dif-
ferent methods of agitation, propaganda and ed-
ucation. On every issue, you should immediately
reach a large number of the youth through agita-
tion and propaganda. You should widely circu-
late the pamphlet of the Constitution and Pro-
gram and Q&A which help in the quick under-
standing of content, especially among the youth
who do not have a high level of formal education.

Find out from the youth of various oppressed
classes, strata and sectors about their conditions,
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grievances and needs. Thus, you can draw from
them the correct slogans and ideas to be spread
among them. Thus, Anakbayan chapters can
more easily and more deeply take root among the
youth. In your actions, confront the problems of
the students while building a chapter in schools,
the problems of young workers in factories, the
problems of young peasants in the countryside,
the problems of the urban poor youth in their
communities, and the problems of young profes-
sionals among the ranks of the professionals.

Use the traditional methods of agitation,
propaganda and education that will never disap-
pear, such as speeches, writings, printed publica-
tions, flyers, wall slogans, posters, songs, poems,
plays and cultural presentations. Also use mod-
ern methods from electronic technology, such as
e-mail, websites, blogging, social media, videos,
texting, Twitter, etc. By these means, the work
of agitation, propaganda and education should
be far quicker than ever before.

During my youth, it was very hard to find
revolutionary literature as it was banned by the
American imperialists and the puppet reactionar-
ies in accordance to the Anti-Subversion Act.
Now, various kinds of material for studying the
national democratic revolution and Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism can be found on the internet.
Revolutionary ideas should now spread quickly
and it should be easier than before to inflame the
passion and raise the consciousness of the Fili-
pino youth and people.
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Do your best in organizing the youth. It will
be a waste if you do not recruit a large number of
those who are reached by the agitation and prop-
aganda and join in mass mobilizations. It is a
basic task of each member to recruit new mem-
bers in the daily course of mass work and in the
occasional mass gatherings. Recruit from the
ranks of students, workers, fisherfolk, urban
poor, peasants, farm workers, professionals and
the urban petty bourgeoisie. It is also possible to
recruit members of Anakbayan from various
types of organizations and from the members
and volunteers of the electoral youth party.

Make recruitment, simple, systematic and
fast. First, use the tried and tested combination
of OD and ED, especially in places where there
are still no chapters of Anakbayan. The OD ca-
dre is responsible for holding the meeting for re-
cruitment, accepting applications and the swear-
ing-in of new members before the meeting ends.
The ED cadre is responsible for explaining the
most important points in the constitution and
program of Anakbayan. Second, the existing
chapter and the OD and ED cadres must take in-
itiative in inviting applicants and holding a meet-
ing every week or setting a part of the meeting for
recruitment. Third, each member of Anakbayan
can gather any number of applicants anytime
and anywhere that he/she can reach as long as the
clear process of recruitment is followed.

Any applicant can be sworn in as a member
who has been enlightened and accepts the Con-
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stitution and Program of Anakbayan, is recom-
mended by one member and examined by the of-
ficer in charge of recruitment, and is ready to go
through the course on the youth and the national
democratic movement. The understanding and
acceptance of the Program and Constitution is
enough for an applicant to be a member. Follow
it up with courses that take more than two whole
days and give tasks according to the collective
need and the personal ability of the member.

Remember that it is meaningful and is a big
thing for the applicant and for Anakbayan for
the applicant to take the oath and become a
member. This is a recognition of the patriotic and
progressive aspirations of the applicant. In this
recognition, surely or most probably the appli-
cant will strive further to raise the level of his/her
consciousness and actions. Any applicant would
lose interest if subjected to difficulties in becom-
ing a member because of the absence or complex-
ity of steps in recruitment or because of promises
to be given long and many courses that are not
promptly fulfilled. Do not use the word consoli-
dation to stifle expansion. Expand to have peo-
ple to consolidate, especially if the number of
members is declining.

Every recruit needs to be enlisted in a chapter
that is already existing or one that is going to be
immediately built. The chapter is the anchor and
the basic collective of the members. In the begin-
ning, it is enough to have three or five members
to build a chapter in a certain place. If the mem-
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bership reaches thirty, a new chapter can be built.
The new members should be encouraged to re-
cruit from their old and new acquaintances. It is
the basic task of each member to recruit others.

Anakbayan should be made a wellspring of
new cadres and members for various types of rev-
olutionary formations and work. Before or after
members of Anakbayan pass the maximum age
limit, they should be prepared to become active
in other suitable formations or work. In this con-
nection, Anakbayan should emulate Kabataang
Makabayan in developing cadres and members
for various formations and work. Those who
were members of Anakbayan who exceed the
maximum age limit should remain in the suitable
progressive and patriotic formations.

The mobilization of the masses in centres and
the streets is very important. Through these, im-
portant issues are fully exposed and the people’s
anger is expressed. If truly large and strong, the
campaigns can result in substantial changes, even
up to ousting leaders such as Marcos and Es-
trada. They strengthen the patriotic and progres-
sive forces of the Filipino people. They open and
widen the path towards bringing down the rotten
ruling system in the future.

The strength of Kabataang Makabayan had
a great leap because of the First Quarter Storm
in 1971. The same goes for the strength of differ-
ent organizations from the campaign to bring
down the fascist dictatorship in 1983-86 and the
strength of Anakbayan from the successful cam-

45



paign to oust Estrada in 1999-2001. The Arroyo
regime remained in power until 2010 because
there were no big and militant mass actions on
the streets. At any point then, there were no pro-
test actions that reached 100,000 in spite of the
strong propaganda against the regime and the in-
tense anger of the masses. In such a situation, the
membership of Anakbayan decreased and weak-
ened.

Do your best in mobilizing the youth for col-
lective actions on boiling issues that concern the
youth and the Filipino people. You must mobi-
lize the organized masses to reach and mobilize
the bigger number of masses that are not yet or-
ganized or are under other organizations or insti-
tutions. Use the united front policy to reach and
mobilize the youth who are not yet organized by
Anakbayan.

Maintain the integrity, initiative and mili-
tancy of Anakbayan and other progressive
forces. Use the broad united front to increase the
mass participation, not only to carry out token
protests nor to just tail after allies that do not
bring any mass of people. Do not be content with
rallies in Ayala Avenue, Makati or any other par-
ticular places, but launch mass actions on many
streets. Those in power become more arrogant
and oppressive if the protest actions of the
masses are not big, widespread and militant.

To increase participation in mobilizations,
such as in marches and rallies, time should be al-
lotted for preparations that include wide-scale
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agitation and propaganda and local meetings
and rallies. On the designated day of mobiliza-
tion, agitation and propaganda should reach its
peak and as much as possible, the primary and
secondary columns of marching demonstrators
should be increased to converge on the central
meeting place.

In the activities to prepare and carry out mo-
bilizations, those who turn out to be active
should be recruited to Anakbayan in order to
have a prompt, solid organizing in the midst of a
broad campaign. Organizers should always
carry with them the basic pamphlet (Constitution
and Program) and application forms of Anak-
bayan to give out to those participating in the
mass actions. After the mobilization, continue
recruiting those who turn out to be active. The
mobilization would be a waste if the masses who
attend would just disappear like bubbles. There
should be immediate solid outcomes through the
recruitment of new members of Anakbayan.

Anakbayan can hope to make great and
meaningful contributions to the advance and tri-
umph of the national democratic movement if
the work is effective and fruitful in arousing, or-
ganizing and mobilizing hundreds of thousands
and even millions of Filipino youth.

Like Kabataang Makabayan, in the course
of struggle, Anakbayan can contribute many
resolute activists or militants to strengthen and
advance various types of organizations, work
and forms of struggle for national independence
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and democracy.

Long live Anakbayan!

Advance the National Democratic Move-
ment!

Long live the Filipino youth and people!

(josemariasison.eu)
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SPEECH AT THE YOUTH
SOLIDARITY FESTIVAL, BALI

December 3, 2013

In behalf of the International League of Peo-
ples’ Struggle, I extend the warmest greetings of
solidarity to the organizers and participants of
the Youth Solidarity Festival. It is fitting that
your festival, a self-organized event of the Peo-
ple’s Global Camp, has adopted the call “Youth
unite, fight and claim our future” as your theme.

The youth in all regions are indeed rising up
to stake their claims to the future, but only to find
out that there are monsters to confront and bat-
tles to fight. The ILPS welcomes initiatives such
as this youth festival, in which progressive youth
movements of various nationalities reach out
across the seas to strengthen their unity in the
common cause of fighting for a bright future.

I. The Global Crises and Their Impacts on
the Youth

The whole world continues to undergo the
worst crisis since the Great Depression of the
1930s. As the global depression prolongs and
worsens, the monopoly bourgeoisie continues to
accumulate and concentrate capital in its hands.
The wealthy few pass the burden of crisis onto
the people and aggravate the crisis of the entire
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economy. Thus underdevelopment of the third-
world countries, unemployment and poverty
have worsened. Income gaps have further wid-
ened between the super-wealthy 1% and the im-
poverished 99%.

Since the latest economic and financial crisis
shook the world in 2008, the people of all coun-
tries have suffered rising mass unemployment,
the intensified exploitation of labour through
cutbacks in wages and social benefits, and loss of
livelihood and access to resources in the so-called
informal economy. The living and working con-
ditions of the people are getting worse in general.
The youth are among the most vulnerable and
hardest hit. Millions are dropping out of school
and either find no jobs or take extremely under-
paid jobs. Among their ranks, unemployment
and underemployment rates are the highest,
while income levels are among the lowest.

Liberalization of investment, trade and fi-
nance has further impoverished the already un-
derdeveloped economies and made the wealthiest
nations and corporations even wealthier. More
and more public assets are being privatized and
businesses deregulated, making such key social
services as education and health less accessible to
people, especially to the youth. This is especially
because the imperialist powers have stuck to the
discredited neoliberal policies, including those
being imposed by the WTO which we are now
protesting.

The imperialist powers, despite their compe-
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tition over spheres of influence, agree with each
other in shifting the burden of crisis to the Third
World countries and peoples. Thus, while North
America and Europe are themselves mired in cri-
sis, the situation is even worse among the under-
developed countries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, which are the victims of super-exploita-
tion, unequal trade, unfair debt, intensified plun-
der and environmental ruin.

In these Third World countries laid prostrate
by both foreign and feudal monopolies, agrarian
backwardness and rural poverty are driving mil-
lions of people to migrate to urban areas and
overseas. The most vulnerable, especially the
youth, end up taking domestic or contractual
jobs that are hazardous and least compensated,
or worse, end up living in the streets victimized
by criminal syndicates and the police. Migrant
workers are also susceptible to racial, ethnic and
sexist discrimination.

Neoliberal policies on social services, espe-
cially cutbacks on public education budgets and
subsidies, combined with privatization and com-
mercialization, violate the youth’s basic right to
education and the right to job security of teachers
and education workers as well. In addition, im-
perialist-controlled institutions such as the
World Bank increasingly tamper with the curric-
ula and textbooks of national educational sys-
tems, attuning them to the labour, technical and
research demands of global capitalism and trans-
national companies.
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Faced with seething social crises and unrest,
imperialist states take the lead in conducting ne-
oliberal offensives in the field of culture and ide-
ology. They distract the people’s attention, espe-
cially of the youth, from the real capitalist roots
of the crisis and try to rechannel social unrest
into divisive conflicts among the ranks of the
people by whipping up all sorts of regressive cur-
rents like chauvinism, racism, religious bigotry,
fascism and warmongering.

Using their predominant control of the
schools, churches, mass media and telecommuni-
cations monopolies, they attempt to dissipate
people’s anger and the youth’s rebellion into safe
arenas such as consumerism, narrow reformism,
blind anarchism, illusionism and other currents
that obscure the anti-imperialist and class strug-
gle. When the people can no longer be deceived
and rise up in organized mass struggle, they are
met with the full force of the fascist state and its
armed minions.

Conflicts are growing among imperialist
powers over economic, political, security (includ-
ing espionage) and environmental issues, and
over particular regional or local flashpoints. Im-
perialist states cut back on social spending but in-
crease military spending, pampering the armed
forces and defence industries as central to its mil-
itary strategy of protecting and expanding its
own global sphere of influence. The youth are ei-
ther targeted as military recruits to become can-
non fodder for imperialist and mercenary armies,
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wage workers in and around military and naval
bases, and many of the youth end up become eco-
nomic or political refugees in their own countries
or abroad.

II. The World’s Youth on the March

In the face of the crises and unrest and in de-
fence of their interests, the people are fighting
back throughout the world, both in the imperial-
ist heartlands of North America and Europe and
in Third World countries. On the frontlines of
people’s resistance are the youth in their millions.
We in the ILPS welcome the enthusiasm and sa-
lute the heroism of the youth movement. Their
voices and actions resonate in this Youth Soli-
darity Festival that you are now holding.

In the past five years, from North, Central
and South America, to Europe, Africa, Asia and
the Pacific, the youth of all nationalities have
shown determination and audacity in launching
school-based strikes, off-campus protests, pro-
gressive cultural events including “flash mobs”
and lightning rallies, human barricades, camp-
outs, and other types of mass actions in urban
and rural areas to fight for the rights of youth
and students, and to fight for general people’s
rights hand in hand with the rest of the people.

All over the world, the student youth have
launched powerful waves of university uprisings
and other student protests against the rising cost
of higher education and budget cuts on public ed-
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ucation. In 2011, students in at least five Latin
American countries held a common day of mass
action. In 2012 and continuing to this year, coor-
dinated student strikes broke out in Chile, Que-
bec, the United Kingdom, the U.S., Australia,
India, the Philippines, and other countries. Most
of these were supported by the academic commu-
nity, especially teachers. In many cases, they are
linking arms with the rest of the oppressed sec-
tors of society.

In the huge street marches, demonstrations
and general strikes that have broken out, espe-
cially in Europe, Latin America and South Asia,
the bulk of protestors are young workers, out-of-
school youth, students, and rural and indigenous
youth. In some countries where political upris-
ings have challenged unpopular regimes, youth
protestors have shown heroism in confronting
fascist security forces, manning barricades to
protect communities from fascist attacks, and en-
gaging in open and secret propaganda actions to
raise the people’s morale.

These powerful waves of the youth move-
ment are certain to advance further as the global
crisis deepens. Extended student strikes that con-
verge with the broader mass movement, such as
occurred in Quebec, Chile and elsewhere in re-
cent years, have shown that the youth and the
people as a whole are increasingly ready to con-
front and reject the neoliberal agenda of imperi-
alism.

The youth movement throughout the world,
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through campus, community and special-interest
organizations at the local and national levels, can
form networks and alliances at regional and
global levels for more coordinated actions and
for sharing strategies and campaigns to defend
and promote their various economic, political
and cultural rights as students, as workers and
peasants, and as out-of-school youth.

ILPS Commission No. 8 has been set up to
assist ILPS chapters and member organizations
in reaching out to other youth and student organ-
izations and in mobilizing the broad youth
masses to defend their rights and address their
various concerns. Youth organizations of diverse
persuasions can find ways to unite for joint activ-
ities to achieve common objectives.

The youth movements, in their specific na-
tional contexts, must establish and strengthen al-
liances and convergences with the various basic
sectors such as the worker and peasant masses,
with the women’s movement and with indige-
nous peoples, to form a formidable united front
against imperialism and the worst local oppres-
sors. In the process, the youth can maximize their
potential in the various arena of activism, from
organizing and political action to cultural and
creative work, from socio-economic empower-
ment to international solidarity.

The future belongs to you, the youth of the
world. Unite in the common cause of anti-impe-
rialism, democracy, social justice, development
and international solidarity. Fight against the
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imperialists and the reactionaries. Create a fun-
damentally new and better world. I wish the par-
ticipants of the Youth Solidarity Festival greater
victories in forthcoming mass struggles.

(josemariasison.eu)
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APEC’S NEOLIBERAL
OFFENSIVE AND ITS EFFECT
ON PHILIPPINE EDUCATION

July 31, 2015

Colleagues and Friends, the Philippines is
hosting the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
this year, with a slew of about a hundred APEC-
related meetings — many of them in Philippine
cities like Manila, Cebu, Iloilo, Tagaytay and
Clark Freeport — and culminating in APEC’s
annual Economic Leaders’ Meeting to be held in
Manila in November.

APEC hype has started to grip media atten-
tion, at a time when the Filipino people are reel-
ing from the impact of the severe crisis and re-
newed offensives of global capitalism under the
neoliberal policy regime. The Filipino youth, in
particular, have been feeling the brunt of the cri-
sis affecting the domestic economy and educa-
tional system.

The masses of students and their families are
staggered by the rising costs and deteriorating
quality of education, and by the severe unem-
ployment that faces them once they look for jobs.
They are thus keenly interested in how these
problems are in fact being worsened by so-called
reforms in Philippine economic and educational
policies, which in turn are directly linked to the
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neoliberal offensives and APEC.

I. APEC as an Instrument of the Neoliberal
Offensive against the People of the World

APEC claims to promote economic coopera-
tion among the countries of the vast Asia-Pacific
region. Indeed, its 21 member-states are home to
nearly 3 billion people, account for 60 percent of
the global economy, and thus hold tremendous
collective potential for socio-economic develop-
ment and interstate cooperation.

However, APEC’s record since its founding
in 1989 shows that its big-business orientation,
neoliberal agenda, and major policy directions
have mainly advanced the dominant interests of
developed countries led by the United States and
Japan. Consistent with the U.S.-initiated Wash-
ington Consensus, APEC has aggressively
pushed the key components of neoliberal global-
ization, namely trade and investment liberaliza-
tion, deregulation, privatization and denational-
ization, into more than half of the globe.

In fact, APEC’s 1st Economic Leaders’
Meeting (ELM) in 1993 was called by the U.S. to
help jumpstart the stalled WTO Uruguay Round
and try to break the resistance of underdeveloped
countries in piecemeal fashion. This was quickly
followed by the so-called Bogor Goals adopted
by the 2nd ELM in 1994, which explicitly aimed
for establishing trade and investment liberaliza-
tion in the region — by 2010 for developed coun-
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tries and by 2020 for underdeveloped countries.

Since then, APEC has served as a platform to
coordinate the interests of developed countries,
build consensus (if not fully resolve conflicts)
among them especially on free trade, investments
and finance, and lure underdeveloped countries
deeper into the neoliberal trap. The U.S., as one
of the original members, has consistently used its
clout within APEC to bully other member-coun-
tries into submission and thus maintain its over-
all hegemony.

On the surface, APEC is supposed to build
voluntary and non-binding consensus among
government representatives through annual
meetings. Behind the scenes, however, the APEC
Business Advisory Council and Business Summit
act as channels for powerful corporate lobbies.
They work hand-in-hand with various APEC
committees, such as the Committee on Trade and
Investment, which are also staffed by big bureau-
crats, technocrats and corporate appointees. The
APEC mill grinds a continuous output of policy
research and detailed guidelines and recommen-
dations representing consensus across the politi-
cal and economic elites of the Asia-Pacific, which
are then given imprimatur in the annual ELM.

This year’s APEC theme, “Building Inclusive
Economies, Building a Better World,” merely re-
peats the deceptive post-2008 mantra “Reform
Agenda for Inclusive Growth” of the World
Bank, also parroted by the Asian Development
Bank. Behind such saccharine slogans as “de-
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mocratizing the fruits of economic growth,”
“fostering SME participation in global markets,”
“investing in human capital” and “building resil-
ient communities,” the topmost agenda items for
APEC 2015 continue to revolve around regional
economic integration (REI) into the neoliberal
framework.

These priority items include advancing pro-
posals towards a Free Trade Area of the Asia-
Pacific (FTAAP); the Strategic Blueprint for
Promoting Global Value Chains (which repre-
sents the core of economic integration); the Ac-
cord on Innovative Development, Economic Re-
form and Growth (which represents a broad set
of economic “structural reforms” and “innova-
tions”); and the Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-
2025 intended to ensure the “seamless flow” of
people, information and trade (especially in ser-
vices) throughout the region in the service of
U.S.-led monopoly capitalism.

The FTAAP, first conceptualized in 2006
and further explored in 2010, is being proposed
by APEC as a comprehensive and binding agree-
ment on “next generation” trade and investment
issues that will support the WTO and advance
the goal of REIL. In APEC’s so-called Beijing
Roadmap drawn up in 2014, the FTAAP is sup-
posed to be formally negotiated outside of APEC
but backed up by APEC’s consensus-building
processes.

So far, two major pathways to the FTAAP
are being proposed: the U.S.-led Trans-Pacific
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Partnership, which calls for a high level of re-
gional integration and includes many Asia-Pa-
cific countries but not China; and the ASEAN-
based Regional Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership (RCEP), which is a looser form of inte-
gration and includes China but not the U.S.

The TPP and RCEP are in a race to be cho-
sen by APEC as the main template for the
FTAAP. But it remains possible for APEC to
adopt a hybrid FTAAP that includes parts of the
TPP and of the RCEP, and thus become a bind-
ing framework for U.S.-China cooperation and
competition in this part of the world. There are
efforts to make all APEC countries also members
of the FTAAP, and suggestions to expand
APEC’s membership, thus making the FTAAP
even more all-encompassing.

The APEC is thus an important arena of
both continuing collusion and growing conflict
between two imperialist powers, the U.S. and
China, at the expense of weaker and smaller
countries. The U.S.-led bloc (which includes Ja-
pan, Canada and Australia) continues to enjoy
the upper hand worldwide and is determined to
complete the TPP talks and the U.S. pivot to East
Asia. China, on the other hand, is fortifying its
own position by cementing closer political and
economic ties with Russia, India, and other
South Asian states and Central Asian states in-
side an expanding Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization, and globally through the newly launched
BRICS Development Bank.
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Despite its own internal problems, China
continues to extend its powerful economic clout
inside and beyond the region by setting up the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank with 49
other countries in the Asia-Pacific, Europe, Af-
rica and Latin America. When it is fully estab-
lished by the end of 2015, AIIB may rival or com-
plement the IMF as a new imperialist tool that
China can wield to mobilize resources for its own
hegemonic ambitions and to dictate the terms of
inter-regional integration and connectivity, espe-
cially through its grand Silk Road project.

Whether the U.S.-led TPP version or the
China-friendly RCEP version dominates the pro-
cess, and even before final agreement is reached
on the FTAAP, APEC is already putting in place
the building blocks of regional economic integra-
tion from one year to the next. While the docu-
ments it spews out are supposedly non-binding,
they are already being implemented by member-
states and big business in “follow-the-leader”
fashion. Essentially, the TPP is being sneaked in
through the backdoor in some modified form.
The result will be a fait accompli setup that more
thoroughly liberalizes trade and investments, de-
stroys remaining vestiges of national protection
and opens up the human, capital and natural re-
sources of underdeveloped countries and peoples
in the Asia-Pacific to exploitation by the U.S.
and other dominant capitalist powers.

Riding on the slogan “Investing in Human
Capital Development,” APEC is pushing for
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more integrated educational and skills-training
systems that emphasize science and technology,
cross-border enrolment, the role of ICT and “en-
hanced cooperation between education providers
and businesses as employers.”

Riding on the slogan “Building Sustainable
and Resilient Communities,” APEC is using the
supposed goals of “resilience, sustainability and
food security” to justify the tighter integration
and interlinking of Asia-Pacific countries. It is
pushing for the further tightening of the TNC-
controlled global production and supply chains,
corporate-driven infrastructure connectivity and
other regional cooperation schemes. Food secu-
rity and climate resilience are used to justify cor-
porate control of Asia-Pacific marine and coastal
resources through so-called “Green Economy”
and “Blue Economy” initiatives.

Riding on the slogan “Fostering SME Partic-
ipation in Regional and Global Markets,” APEC
aims to further entrap small and medium enter-
prises into imperialist REI and FTA schemes,
turn the most successful ones into export-ori-
ented and import-dependent sweatshops under
TNC control (as components of the so-called
global value chains), and undercut independent
national industrialization.

II. The Neoliberal Offensive in Education

APEC’s economic agenda includes the ne-
oliberal scheme to “reform” the educational sys-
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tem of its member-countries so that these are bet-
ter aligned to supply the skilled-labour, profes-
sional, scientific and ideological-cultural needs of
the global capitalist system and its imperialist
overlords.

The “Education for All” (EFA) decade,
launched in 1990 and reiterated in the Dakar
Framework of Action at the World Education
Forum in 2000, was quickly hijacked by the
World Bank and other UN agencies. Since then,
the developed countries have been implementing
neoliberal reform in their own schools and push-
ing for its worldwide implementation. The Dakar
Framework is so steeped in neoliberalism and
UN superficiality that even international NGOs
like Oxfam, ActionAid and Education Interna-
tional are critical of it.

Behind the EFA facade, the UN commitment
is limited to Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) Target 2A which states that by 2015,
“children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be
able to complete a full course of primary school-
ing.” This target, which does not even address the
quality of education and does not cover second-
ary schools, has not been achieved. Some 58 mil-
lion children of primary-school age (9%), and 63
million adolescents of secondary-school age
(17%) are out of school. Out-of-school rates may
have dropped from 1996 to 2006, but they flat-
tened out from 2007 onwards. An alarmed
UNICETF stated that, at current rates, it would
take another 200 years to achieve MDG Target
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2A.

Rather than ensure universal basic educa-
tion, neoliberal school reform is focussed on the
corporatization of higher education, and on re-
gearing of primary and secondary schools to sup-
ply the skilled labour needs of global capitalism.
It pays lip service to education as a universal
right, but its focus is not on delivering education
as a social service but as a marketable commod-
ity. Commercialized education has long been a
coping mechanism for many poor countries, but
neoliberal school reforms from the 1980s on-
wards have made commercialization far worse.

Curricula, teaching methods and materials,
and grading and testing systems have been re-
vised to better suit the needs of big business and
global production chains. Students are made to
compete for high grades and exam scores in order
to sell themselves at a higher price in the skilled-
labour market. Schools and teachers are also
made to compete, with global academic stand-
ards and rankings in mind, to sell themselves and
their services at higher prices.

Academic globalization is often presented in
glowing terms. Local universities are supposedly
given better chances to compete in global rank-
ings, accept more international students, send
their brightest graduates to North America, Eu-
rope, Japan and elsewhere, and partner with
world-class universities and TNCs. However,
only a few of them succeed. The bulk of schools
remain as diploma mills for churning out a
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skilled labour force and rank-and-file profession-
als.

Neoliberal school reforms lead to reduced
government spending on public education and
increased privatization. State universities, col-
leges and other public schools, as well as suppos-
edly non-profit private schools, are increasingly
operated as profitable businesses, often in part-
nership with big business. This leads to distorted
academic priorities, higher tuition fees, violation
of teachers’ rights and worsening social inequi-
ties.

To increase their own competitiveness and
profitability, colleges and universities focus on
the more lucrative programs and trim off those
considered marginal or critical (such as in the hu-
manities). They commercialize their lands, build-
ings, research outputs and other knowledge re-
sources. They cram more courses into a year and
shift to trimesters to produce graduates at a
faster rate. They squeeze blood from their stu-
dents and faculty to the last drop by increasing
tuition fees and teacher workloads, by stricter re-
quirements on student grants and loans, and by
limiting the salaries and benefits of teaching and
non-teaching staff.

Finally, all these measures are imposed from
above, through bureaucratic processes con-
ducted behind closed doors by politicians and
World Bank- or corporate-funded consultants.
Meanwhile, the roles of academic and non-aca-
demic staff, parents and students in conceptual-
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ization, planning and implementation are mini-
mized. Campus protests against such reforms are
hosed down with anti-Left propaganda if not
outright fascist repression.

In the Philippines, the so-called Kindergarten
to Grade 12 (K-12) program — the Aquino re-
gime’s centrepiece initiative in basic education —
is a clear example of a neoliberal school reform
gone terribly awry.

Under the Enhanced Basic Education Act of
2013 (R.A. 10533), the old 10-grade basic educa-
tion system (six in elementary school and four in
high school) will be replaced with a 12-grade sys-
tem (with an additional two years of senior high
school) plus required kindergarten. Behind the
catchword of “catching up” with global stand-
ards, the aim of Aquino’s K-12 program is to
align the country’s educational system more fully
with the global capitalist system and to compete
better with other underdeveloped countries by
producing a huge reserve supply of skilled labour
for the world market and particularly for the
Asia-Pacific region to keep down salaries and
wages.

The program rides on the following interre-
lated arguments: First, the current system needs
to be “decongested” since the students are “hard-
pressed to learn” in 10 years what students in
other countries learn in 12 years. Second, today’s
high schools do not adequately prepare students
for college. Third, today’s high school students
graduate too early at 16, and so the additional
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two years will give them better chances to get jobs
since they will be “of legal age and equipped with
sufficient skills.” And fourth, K-12 is part of
global standards, which are required when they
apply for work or postgraduate studies abroad.
A fifth argument concedes that the Philippine ed-
ucational system is among the oldest in Southeast
Asia and historically one of the best worldwide,
but has fallen behind the demands of 21st-cen-
tury “knowledge-based economies.”

These arguments fall flat because they mostly
depend on the false premises and failed promises
of neoliberal globalization, and on the simplistic
notion that Filipinos should join the global K-12
bandwagon because everyone else is already on
it. They disregard other studies that show no
clear linkage between the quantity of learning
time and the quality of the learning process. They
disregard the fact that many countries have been
on K-12 for decades yet remain grossly underde-
veloped and fare even worse than the Philippines
on educational indicators. They cannot even ex-
plain why, despite not going through K-12, Fili-
pinos are among the most numerous, better-edu-
cated and willing to take lower pay and are thus
the most sought overseas workers.

In truth, Aquino’s K-12 is one of several ed-
ucational reforms required by ASEAN Integra-
tion, as recommended by the SEAMEO
INNOTECH and the ASEAN Mutual Recogni-
tion Arrangement (MR A) Projects, to encourage
labour migration but at the same time to set edu-
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cational and professional standards for cross-
border employment within the Southeast Asia re-
gion.

Aquino’s K-12 is driven in very specific terms
by the U.S.-led Washington Accord and Eu-
rope’s Bologna Process, which are meant to rec-
ognize or accredit only those professionals (or
engineers in the case of the Washington Accord)
that have undergone 12 years of basic education.
It is also driven in more general terms by the Ed-
ucation for All Agenda (EFA) of the World Bank
and the UN’s Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs).

In the K-12 system, high school (especially
the last two years) will focus on specialized and
technical skills that the global labour market
seeks. A sampling of the so-called Technology
and Livelihood Education (TLE) for Grades 7-
10, and Tracks/Specialization for Grades 11-12,
include such learning modules as housekeeping,
plumbing, welding, tailoring, caregiving, car-
pentry, beauty and nail care, bread and pastry
production, and so on.

Instead of undergoing comprehensive basic
education to prepare themselves to become pro-
ductive members of Philippine society, the ma-
jority of the Filipino youth are now expected to
prepare themselves to become the maids, caregiv-
ers, cleaners, restaurant waiters, hotel orderlies,
hairstylists, plumbers, welders, carpenters and
bakers of the world.

On the other hand, K-12 and other neoliberal
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school reforms de-emphasize patriotic education,
consciousness and culture. In universities,
courses or subjects on Philippine history, Fili-
pino language and literature and on Philippine
government and constitution have been trimmed
down. In high school, class hours devoted to
Philippine social studies (Araling Panlipunan)
will also be reduced, and its curriculum restruc-
tured based on themes derived from the U.S. Na-
tional Council for Social Studies.

What is ironic is that Aquino’s K-12 cure will
make the ailment worse because it has been
wrongly oriented, poorly planned and under-
funded, with signs that it will be shabbily imple-
mented, and will have many adverse impacts that
could have been avoided.

First, for many years now, budget allocations
of the Philippine government for public educa-
tion have remained at levels far below standards
set by UNESCO (at least 6% of GDP) and the
World Bank (at least 20% of the national
budget). Even without K-12, public schools al-
ready faced a severe lack of facilities, books and
teachers. K-12 budget requirements for 2014-
2019 are estimated to reach USD 4,410 million,
and even now the government foresees a deficit
and is negotiating with such banks as ADB for
USD 100 million to fill the gap. Thus, ironically,
K-12 will worsen budgetary constraints and re-
source shortages for public schools, greatly af-
fecting the quality of education and participation
rates, in addition to pulling the country more
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deeply into debt.

Second, with budget limits as a foregone
premise, the additional K-12 burden will have to
be shouldered one way or the other by the stu-
dents and their families. This year (2015-2016),
1.4 million public school students in 4th year high
school who under the old system are supposed to
graduate will be forced to choose whether to un-
dergo two more years (Grades 11-12). If they opt
to take the additional years, they will need an es-
timated PHP 30,000 (USD 660) per student per
year, greatly straining their parents’ budgets. The
alternative is to forego college and to job-hunt in-
stead as disadvantaged high school dropouts —
exactly the situation that K-12 is supposed to
avoid.

Third, K-12 will deepen the privatization of
the educational system. Of the roughly 1.95 mil-
lion students in public and private schools who
are expected to finish 4th year (Grade 10) this
year, only around half can be absorbed by public
high schools offering Grades 11-12. The other
half will have no choice but to shift to private
schools or state universities and colleges offering
Grade 11 (typically at higher tuition rates even
compared to 1st year college tuition), or to join
the swelling ranks of out-of-school youth. The
Aquino regime offers two quick fixes that will
only hasten privatization and invite corruption:
(1) the “SHS voucher system,” which is basically
a partial subsidy to senior high school students to
pay for their enrolment in private schools partic-
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ipating in the voucher system; and (2) a “PPP for
School Infrastructure Project” designed as a pri-
vate-public partnership in which private contrac-
tors are paid by the government to build more
classrooms under a build-lease-program.

The two schemes are under the Education
Voucher System and the Education Service Con-
tracting, respectively, which in turn are thinly
veiled privatization schemes under the World
Bank-supported Government Assistance Pro-
gram to Students and Teachers in Private Educa-
tion (GASTPE) program. The management of
GASTPE had long been contracted out by the
Department of Education to the Private Educa-
tion Assistance Committee (PEAC) of the Fund
for Assistance to Private Education (FAPE). The
GASTPE budget allocations, which were insig-
nificant in the 1990s, rose to Php 20 billion in the
nine years of the previous Arroyo regime, bal-
looned to Php 34 billion in the first five years of
Aquino misrule, and will increase to a whooping
Php 20 billion in 2016 alone. The cost of govern-
ment subsidy to private education has become so
staggeringly huge and so susceptible to abuse
that the Commission on Audit, which is not even
authorized to audit GASTPE, has questioned the
whole privatized arrangement with PEAC-
FAPE.

Aquino’s K-12, intentionally or not, is also
poised to significantly reduce teaching positions
in colleges due to the expected drastic drop in
freshman college enrolments in the next two
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years. It is estimated that 78,000 college teachers
and employees will lose their jobs or be down-
graded to high school teachers receiving lower
pay — if they are absorbed into SHS level jobs.
This displacement alone exhibits the height of
planning incompetence and disregard of labour
rights.

All in all, Aquino’s K-12 represents a wors-
ening of the Philippine educational crisis and the
government’s disregard of the people’s right to
education in the face of the neoliberal offensives.
Following the dictates of U.S.-led impositions in
education will not solve the Philippines’ serious
unemployment problem and increase the job se-
curity of Filipino workers, which are rooted in
more fundamental problems of underdevelop-
ment such as the absence of genuine industriali-
zation and land reform. If the government’s track
record in public education is any indication,
Aquino’s K-12 will only turn into a new area for
privatization and PPPs, foreign loans and cor-
ruption, while K-12 graduates who enter the la-
bour force will continue to face the same prob-
lems of severe unemployment, depressed wages,
and the vagaries of labour migration.

Theoretically, a K-12 program, properly ori-
ented, planned and managed, could lead to gen-
uine reforms that will truly benefit the Filipino
people and youth in the realm of education. A
truly patriotic, mass-oriented and scientific edu-
cational system will be able to train millions of
youth, help empower the people and build their
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nation through heightened social consciousness,
scientific knowledge and technical skills — while
also contributing to the general advance of hu-
man knowledge and development worldwide.

The Aquino clique’s K-12 is bound to fail be-
cause of blind obedience to their neoliberal mas-
ters, and their own mispriorities and incompe-
tence.

II1. Calls to Action

The International League of Peoples’ Strug-
gle calls on the people of all countries, especially
in the Asia-Pacific region, to expose and oppose
the U.S.-led neoliberal offensives lurking inside
and around the APEC. We particularly call on
the Filipino people to organize and mobilize in
study meetings and protest actions to help in the
thorough exposure of key APEC meetings in Ma-
nila and other Philippine cities, together with
their expected outcomes.

We particularly call on the Filipino youth to
continue to expose and oppose the various
schemes of neoliberal “reform” in education, and
to fight for a patriotic, scientific and mass-ori-
ented system of education interconnected with
national industrialization, agrarian reform and
democratic rights-based governance. Among the
tasks of the Filipino youth-student movement
are to serve as a propaganda movement for na-
tionalism and democracy, to go deeply among
the masses of workers and peasants, and to reach
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out to their compatriots studying and working
abroad, as well as express solidarity by strength-
ening ties with their counterparts in the global
anti-imperialist youth movement.

It is high time that the peoples of the Asia-
Pacific address the issues surrounding APEC,
link them to the global crisis of capitalism, both
in the imperialist heartlands and in the neo-colo-
nies, and advance with renewed vigour the strug-
gle for national independence, democracy and
genuine socio-economic development based on
justice. We are confident that the peoples of the
Asia-Pacific will always fight for national inde-
pendence, democracy, industrial development
and culture that is patriotic, scientific and mass-
oriented. They will surely take the road of strug-
gle in order to prevail over the current local crisis
and hegemony of the imperialists, to achieve na-
tional and social liberation and to build genuine
regional cooperation. Thank you.

(josemariasison.eu)
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STUDENT POWER?

June 11, 2016

Before we go far into a discussion of the ide-
ology and goals of the rising student rebel move-
ment in the Philippines, let us first examine the
term student power which is nowadays com-
monly used in the bourgeois mass media and also
among the varied circles of the New Left so-
called.

It appears that the common notion of student
power is that students all by themselves can de-
velop their own power independent of other so-
cial forces outside of school walls and also that
all by themselves they can hit the streets to make
and unmake governments. There is the idea being
suggested that the students can be an independ-
ent power that can effect even revolutionary
changes. Those who have contempt for the
masses or who deliberately wish to separate the
students from the masses and national mass or-
ganizations insist that students should no longer
be the object of interest of “outsiders.”

If the meaning of the term student power is
limited to mere autonomism, then we need to
raise serious disagreement in the light of an anal-
ysis of the social status of students. Students who
truly stand for revolutionary change should al-
ways strive for integration with the larger and
even more dynamic social force, that is to say, the
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exploited masses of the people.

The students, or more precisely the college
and high school students, cannot be relied upon
to carry the sole or the main burden in a revolu-
tionary transformation of our present semi-colo-
nial and semi-feudal society. They are a very
small portion of Philippine society, though they
are an important and numerous part of the influ-
ential petty bourgeoisie.

The social basis of college and high school
students is the petty bourgeoisie, though a little
minority of them come from exploiting classes.
By virtue of their social position and of the fact
that the existing educational system is semi-colo-
nial and semi-feudal, students are at the first in-
stance captives of imperialist and feudalistic
ideas and values. The petty bourgeois is princi-
pally concerned with his selfish ambition of pur-
suing a career within the established system and
he is so indoctrinated and trained by the educa-
tional system as to re-enforce intellectually and
technically the present social system.

But in time of developing social crisis, the
students largely supported by their petty bour-
geois parents can easily become agitated when
the meagre and fixed incomes of their parents can
hardly suffice to keep them enrolled in school,
with the proper board and lodging or with
enough allowances. They are also agitated as
they watch an ever-increasing number of gradu-
ates fail to get jobs or have ample opportunity in
the system. At this time, they are beginning by

77



force of social circumstances to use freely their
perception and intellect to analyse their own sit-
uation and social reality at large. This is the time
when they feel sharply the restrictive and exploi-
tative character of the social system. This is the
time when they recognize the educational system
to be a mere mirror-reflector and rationalizer of
economic and political inequities that is failing to
yield them enough concessions as before. This is
the time when they begin to speak of the aliena-
tion of the educational system from the actual
needs and aspirations of their own and of the
masses of the people.

In times of social crisis, the exploiting classes
lose the allegiance of students. The students in-
creasingly associate themselves with the ex-
ploited classes. They make common cause with
those whose condition they are in danger of fall-
ing into. What is considered the “independent-
mindedness” of the urban petty bourgeoisie (the
much-vaunted intelligent middle class) shifts
from an allegiance to the exploiting classes to an
allegiance to the exploited masses. At the same
time, the exploited masses of the people welcome
them in a common cause and in a common strug-
gle.

I. The Current Student Rebel Movement

It is no surprise that at the present time, when
the whole society is in crisis, when the govern-
ment is becoming more and more bankrupt and
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the masses of the people are groaning under the
weight of exploitation, a wave of student strikes
rises in the Philippines. There are protests involv-
ing questions ranging from the suppression of the
student’s right to speak out on national issues
and join mass actions to the excessive hike of tu-
ition and miscellaneous fees. The students are
also uniting with their teachers against the ex-
ploitative practices of school administrations.
Together they raise political and economic de-
mands.

By virtue of its comprehensive grasp of the
growing crisis in the national and international
situation, Kabataang Makabayan has been able
to anticipate and plan the development of the na-
tional student protest movement in the Philip-
pines. As early as the first semester of the aca-
demic year 1967-68, its local chapters with the
special attention of its national officers had al-
ready launched a number of strikes in some
schools in the provinces and a general strike al-
most occurred in the University of the Philip-
pines on the issue of further Americanization. On
November 30, 1967, at its Second National Con-
gress, KM included in its Programme of Action
the following:

“Among the students, the activists of
Kabataang Makabayan should fight for concrete
measures that will benefit them. At the same
time, they are responsible for giving a national-
democratic direction to the efforts of students to
improve their study and living conditions.
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“Kabataang Makabayan should develop a
national student protest movement against the
rising cost of education and living. It should
stand against the willingness of the government
to allow the public school system to be stifled and
to deteriorate in favour of private schools which
are, as a matter of course, motivated by commer-
cialism.”

“The current student rebel movement has
been most vigorous in schools where there are
strong KM chapters. These student chapters
have lent all the support they can to the local stu-
dent reform movements to such an extent that
the reactionary academic authorities and Presi-
dent Marcos have been compelled to attack stu-
dent strikers as ‘outsiders’ and ‘subversives’ to
confuse the issues. Mountains of leaflets for
every school have been distributed falsely in the
name of Kabataang Makabayan in order to ma-
lign it and in order to confuse the students.

“The scope and intensity of the students
strikes is unprecedented in the entire history of
the Philippines. It might appear that they are a
phenomenon entirely different from the long se-
ries of student and youth demonstrations that
started as early as March 14, 1961, when a stu-
dent front spearheaded by the Student Cultural
Association of the U.P. demonstrated with the
force of 4,000 students against the witch-hunt un-
dertaken by the Committee on Un-Filipino Ac-
tivities (CUFA).

“All these student mass actions are interre-

80



lated and continuous. The inter-connection and
continuity do not lie only in the popularization
of direct democratic action but also in the sub-
stantial demands raised. Student strikes and
demonstrations have developed because of the
evil features of a system that is semi-colonial and
semi-feudal, because of conditions that adversely
affect the students themselves. The anti-CUFA
demonstration of 1961 was ostensibly in defence
of academic freedom and autonomy of the state
university but in reality it was already a defence
of the right of teachers and students to speak for
the cause of national democracy. From then on,
student activism arose with the banner of na-
tional democracy and continued to develop with-
out let-up inside and outside the state university.

There were smaller demonstrations against
the U.S. invasion of Cuba, against Malaysia and
against imperialist nuclear blackmail until Octo-
ber 2, 1964, when the students conjoined with
workers in demonstrating massively against par-
ity rights and the American military bases in
front of the U.S. embassy and Malacanang. On
November 30, 1964, Kabataang Makabayan was
formed to consolidate the students and young
workers that had participated in the militant
demonstration of October 2, 1964, and that had
come under the threat of fixed bayonets.

On January 25, 1965, Kabataang Maka-
bayan, together with other mass organizations,
was already in a position to launch a 20,000-
strong demonstration of students, workers and
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peasants on a wide range of issues involving our
country’s basic problems of U.S. imperialism and
feudalism.

Then came the series of demonstrations
against the Vietnam Bill which would require a
suffering country like the Philippines to help U.S.
imperialism aggress further against the Vietnam-
ese people. These reached a climacteric point on
October 23 and 24, 1966, when the Manila Sum-
mit was held as an attempt of Lyndon B. Johnson
to round up its Asian puppets for more aggres-
sive action against the Vietnamese people. The
just anger of youth became expressed in this
demonstration even as the most brutal police ac-
tion was employed against them in a pocket-size
and mild version of Vietnam at the Manila Hotel.

On the question of Malaysia last year, the
most widespread youth demonstration all over
the country was credited to chapters of
Kabataang Makabayan. Especially the most mil-
itant action at the British embassy and U.S. em-
bassy was adduced to Kabataang Makabayan by
quarters merely interested in expanding the Phil-
ippine territory to Sabah while keeping silent on
the U.S. military bases under our very noses.
Kabataang Makabayan has always made it clear
that it is simply against Malaysia as a handiwork
of Anglo-American imperialism.

There have been other demonstrations like
those against the oil monopolies on the matter of
implementing the retail trade nationalization
law, against the U.S. military bases for the killing
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of Filipino youth and so on and so forth. There
has also been KM participation in strikes con-
ducted in local factories and other places.

In all significant protest actions held previous
to the current student rebel movement, we can
never fail to show their relation to the growing
socio-economic crisis of the Philippines due basi-
cally to its outmoded and semi-colonial and
semi-feudal status.

I1. Struggle for National Democracy

We have always advocated the achievement
of real national democracy as the goal of our
struggle. The present struggles of the students
have as its principal goal the achievement of na-
tional democracy. A comprehensive presentation
of this general goal is the Programme of Action
of Kabataang Makabayan. All other goals flow
from this single goal. Students should band to-
gether and fight vigorously to end foreign and
feudal exploitation that constricts their opportu-
nities and those of the whole nation.

As the national democratic struggle is a
broad struggle, embracing the workers, peasants
and other sectors of the population, the students
should always relate their own struggle to that of
the entire people, mainly the struggle of the ex-
ploited masses of workers and peasants.

Being a minority social group which is even
detached from the actual process of production,
the students are in no position to make possible
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revolutionary and lasting changes without their
integration with the struggle of the masses of
workers and peasants.

All serious efforts should, therefore, be un-
dertaken in order to transform the present stu-
dent rebel movement into a cultural revolution of
a national democratic orientation. We have
dared say before that it is veritably already an in-
cipient cultural revolution. Its beginnings are al-
ready forceful enough to make the first Propa-
ganda Movement look like a dinner party.

The Second Propaganda Movement that we
have been advocating is essentially a cultural rev-
olution of a national democratic orientation. It is
the phase of creating the public opinion neces-
sary for a comprehensive national democratic
revolution. The struggle for national democracy
cannot be successfully won without this Cultural
Revolution.

In this Cultural Revolution, the students play
an important role. The ranks of students now are
more sizable than ever before in the whole history
of the Philippines and they have the special char-
acteristic of mobility. As the students emanate
from various parts of the country and of a prov-
ince, once they grasp the ideas of the struggle for
national democracy, they can fan out widely to
broadcast these ideas of revolutionary change
even if only during their vacation periods or after
their graduation or when they choose to work
full time for the revolutionary mass movement
and merge with the masses in a no-nonsense
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manner. Many students are dropping out of
school for economic reasons; it would be a good
thing for these economic drop-outs to engage in
a political struggle that seeks to improve their lot
and that of the people.

It is the further goal of the Cultural Revolu-
tion to have the ideas of national democratic rev-
olution transformed into a material force. In
making the cultural revolution, we launch mass
protest actions like strikes and demonstrations,
we hold conferences, seminars, lectures, teach-ins
and other fora, and we publish rebel newspapers,
pamphlets and leaflets and we speak out without
end for national democracy in classrooms, in the
streets, over the radio and everywhere else. But
our further goal is always to impel mass mobili-
zation. Our campaign for mass revolutionary ed-
ucation immediately creates the most tangible re-
ality by mobilizing right away the masses of the
people.

The students and youth play a vanguard role
in the Cultural Revolution, as the Red Guards in
their own high stage of Cultural Revolution, as
the 10,000 French students that aroused more
than 10 million French workers, as the Vietnam-
ese youth through armed propaganda units and
cultural organizations. But the ultimate goal for
the students and youth that are truly committed
to the national democratic revolution is always
to merge with the masses of the people as they
constantly remould their own thinking and dis-
card their petty bourgeois or individualistic prej-
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udices and predilections.

(josemariasison.eu)
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ON THE LAUNCHING OF THE
JOSE MARIA SISON PEOPLE’S
ACADEMY

February 9, 2018

The world is beset by the worsening crisis of
imperialism. The once-vaunted tenets of neoliberal
economics and the supremacy of the United States
in economic, financial, political, military and cul-
tural matters is now challenged. With the funda-
mentals of the present iteration of capitalism ter-
minally challenged, the ruling classes of both the
developed industrialized societies, and their colo-
nies and semi-colonies, have steadily crept out of
their rote measures of class rule. The emergence of
many chauvinistic, racist and fascist movements
and regimes in countries that once espoused bour-
geois liberalism is symptomatic of the necessity of
the ruling classes to impress their domination in the
face of worsening crisis.

The semi-colonial and semi-feudal society of
the Philippines, chronically locked in the crisis
wrought by American imperialism and the indige-
nous ruling classes it sponsors, has entered a period
of heightened economic exploitation and fascist
exploitation where Duterte is both the herald and
the vanguard. Duterte’s failed flirtation with revo-
lutionary politics has unveiled his propensity for vi-
olence and criminality. To maintain a hold on his
power, and to ensure the exploitation of Filipino
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labour and natural resources, Duterte is quickly
enforcing the dictatorship of his ruling clique, one
which is subservient to the whims of American im-
perialism and helpless in the face of Chinese ex-
pansionism. The enforcement of Duterte’s dicta-
torship lies in the unwavering support of the armed
and police forces, the militarization of civilian of-
fices, the formal suppression of civil and political
rights, the threat of and direct application of state
violence to activists and ordinary people alike, and
the bureaucratic corruption of government coffers.

The first two months of 2018 alone has been
host to the intensification of neoliberal restructur-
ing of the national economy and fascist oppression.
The TRAIN Law and the sustained Martial Law
in Mindanao are but the most overt examples of
policies that ensure the poverty and suffering of the
toiling Filipino. To serve the people, the ranks of
the national democratic forces are firmly resolved
in working for the undoing of the fascist U.S.-
Duterte regime and the dismantling of the semi-co-
lonial and semi-feudal society. Central to such a
task is the prudent and systematic arousal, organ-
ization and mobilization of the masses, where their
ideological and political education is the backbone.
Accordingly, the response of national democratic
youth organizations is the inauguration of a mass
education campaign that seeks to train youth and
student leaders and revolutionize the masses.

The Jose Maria Sison People’s Academy will
serve as a lynchpin of such a campaign. The Acad-
emy will be institutionalized as an alternative
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school that facilitates the development of the free
and critical thought of its students. Through the
multitude of means available to the National Dem-
ocratic School (PADEPA), such as forums, alter-
native classes and study circles among others, the
People’s Academy will encapsulate the complied
works of Professor Sison on the Youth and Cul-
ture. The Academy’s curriculum will be integrated
in the existing progressive schools of national dem-
ocratic youth organizations such as the Ma. PS De
Leon and the Monico Atienza schools and will ef-
fectively function as the ideological countercurrent
to the formal education found in scholastic institu-
tions. Further, the Academy is also seen to enable
NDMO chapters to deliver prompt and more reg-
ular educational discussions to classes and legal
and traditional organizations (LT Os).

Finally, to imbue a mass appeal to the Acad-
emy, means such as brochures, catalogues and the
encouragement of the creation of outputs among
other creative solutions will be espoused.

Through the JMS People’s Academy, the mass
movement hopes to overcome the error of empiri-
cism, conservatism and elitism in theoretical study,
parliamentarianism and legalism, and the minimal
number of formal political education. Subse-
quently, with an invigorated mass education cam-
paign that serves the bulwark for the comprehen-
sive AOM work, NDMOs seek to amass a potent
and resilient mass movement that would work for
the downfall of the U.S.-Duterte regime and the
semi-colonial and semi-feudal system that it up-
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holds.

Dear Fellow Activists,

First of all, I wish to congratulate all the
youth organizations of the national democratic
movement, spearheaded by Anakbayan, for
standing up against the U.S.-directed Duterte re-
gime and for arousing, organizing and mobiliz-
ing the youth for resolute and militant struggle to
oust this regime of terror and greed, and prevent
it from reimposing a fascist dictatorship on the
Filipino people.

You are playing a signal role in calling on the
broad masses of the youth as well as the broad
masses of the people to unite and fight not only
the current brutal and corrupt regime but the en-
tire oppressive and exploitative semi-colonial
and semi-feudal ruling system under U.S. impe-
rialism and the oligarchy of big compradors,
landlords and bureaucrat capitalists now repre-
sented chiefly by the puppet Duterte.

I am elated and highly honoured that in the
course of the current struggle for national libera-
tion and democracy against the U.S.-Duterte re-
gime and the ruling system you have decided to
launch the Jose Ma. Sison People’s Academy as
an educational institution and movement to
propagate my works on the national democratic
revolution and to enlighten and inspire the youth
and the people to continue this still unfinished
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revolution at a higher level allowed by the era of
modern imperialism and proletarian revolution,
and by the perspective of socialist revolution.

You are truly the brilliant continuers of
Kabataang Makabayan by asking me to discuss
the significance of the ideological, political and
cultural education of the mass movement. In
mass work, the first requisite and task is to
arouse the youth. Arousal assumes the ideologi-
cal education of cadres and their ability to do
propaganda and agitation.

You must recall the teaching of Lenin that
without theory there can be no revolutionary
movement. Theory gives us the breadth and
depth for understanding the stages and laws of
motion in social history. You must also recall
that I have learned from Recto the need for a Sec-
ond Propaganda Movement and I have advo-
cated it, developing it further as the new demo-
cratic cultural revolution.

Your initiative in launching the Jose Ma.
Sison People’s Academy is impelled by the
thought and desire to have revolutionary theoret-
ical and political education as the anchor and
consolidator of the mass movement. It is reminis-
cent of the establishment and multiplication of
Schools for National Democracy during the First
Quarter Storm of 1970. The main texts of study
at the time were the books Struggle for National
Democracy and Philippine Society and Revolu-
tion. Now, we have more texts for reading and
study.
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More importantly, the national democratic
movement of the youth and the people has
gained a tremendous amount of revolutionary
experience from the founding of Kabataang
Makabayan in 1954 or the First Quarter Storm
of 1970. We have to pay full attention and give
due consideration to the people’s democratic rev-
olution which is under the leadership of the
working class and has a socialist perspective and
is being carried out through a protracted people’s
war which can now be accelerated on a nation-
wide scale if conservatism is overcome.

I appreciate that my written works are valued
as sources of knowledge based on theoretical
study and tested in revolutionary practice. These
works refer to those of the great thinkers and rev-
olutionaries of the world proletarian revolution
and to those of Filipino patriots since the old
democratic revolution of 1896. I have always
sought to integrate the relevant and applicable
revolutionary theory with the history and current
conditions of the Filipino people. In the same
manner, I have also analysed the ever-developing
international context of the Philippine revolu-
tion.

The work of collecting and publishing my
writings chronologically in book form is in an ad-
vanced stage. Selections of writings under the-
matic titles of varying scales are also being pre-
pared for publication in book form. All these
writings can be preserved and disseminated in
printed and digital form, and made available to
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cadres and mass activists at the grassroots
through chapters of youth organizations, online
platforms, public libraries and private collec-
tions. In this regard, the Jose Ma. Sison People’s
Academy can cooperate with the following:
www.josemariasison.org, the Stichting Interna-
tional Network for Philippine Studies and Aklat
ng Bayan.

You are today confronted and challenged by
a world capitalist system whose crisis is worsen-
ing at an unprecedentedly accelerated rate. This
crisis is bringing about extreme suffering among
the people of the world in terms of oppression
and exploitation. It is sharpening inter-imperial-
ist contradictions and resulting in more cata-
strophic imperialist plunder and wars of aggres-
sion.

It is bringing about strong ultra-reactionary
currents of chauvinism, racism and fascism in im-
perialist countries even before the revolutionary
forces of the proletariat and people can resurge
fully from the disastrous and deleterious conse-
quences of the revisionist betrayal of socialism
and the rampage of neoliberal economic policy
and neoconservative wars of aggression.

At the same time in the Philippines, you are
confronted and challenged by the domestic semi-
colonial and semi-feudal ruling system whose cri-
sis is worsening at an unprecedentedly acceler-
ated rate. The crisis is inflicting extreme suffering
on the Filipino people in terms of ever-escalating
oppression — oppression as a result of foreign
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monopoly capitalism, domestic feudalism and
bureaucratic capitalism.

The situation has become so bad and terrible
that it has brought forth the Duterte ruling clique
that has launched an all-out war policy against
the revolutionary forces, the legal democratic
forces and the broad masses of the people. Under
Oplan Kapayapan, together with Oplan To-
khang, the Duterte clique is carrying out cam-
paigns of mass murder and mass deception
within the interventionist context of Operation:
Pacific Eagle-Philippines of U.S. imperialism.

The Duterte ruling clique is now on the path
of establishing a fascist dictatorship under the
pretext of changing the 1987 Constitution and
adopting a pseudo-federal system of government
under a presidential dictator with unlimited cen-
tralized powers, lording over pseudo-federal
states or regional governments run by big com-
pradors and landlords, corrupt dynasties and
warlords.

The fascist dictatorship is bound to fail be-
cause the broad masses of the people hate the use
of mass intimidation and violence to ram it
through and because it cannot be sustained by in-
creased taxation on consumer goods and ser-
vices, soaring prices of these and by the use of
foreign loans at high interest rates to conjure the
illusion of progress through overpriced infra-
structure projects.

The establishment of the People’s Academy
is timely. The crises that confront and challenge
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you cause severe difficulties, hardships and sacri-
fices. But the struggle will bring to the revolution-
ary cause large masses of the people. To be effec-
tive, the cadres and activists of the youth move-
ment must have the theoretical or ideological ed-
ucation to comprehend the workings and crisis of
the world capitalist system and the domestic rul-
ing system. You need the scientific wisdom of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao and the
revolutionary leaders of today to inspire and
guide your struggle.

You need the political education to under-
stand the semi-colonial and semi-feudal charac-
ter of Philippine society and the national and
democratic character of the Philippine revolution
under the leadership of the working class, the
motive forces of the revolution, the class adver-
saries of the revolution, the stages of the revolu-
tion, the strategic line of protracted people’s war
and the socialist perspective. In the new demo-
cratic revolution that needs to be carried out, you
must adhere to and contribute to the realization
of a cultural education that is patriotic, scientific
and pro-people. For the purpose, you must have
definite courses of education and promote artis-
tic creation and cultural performances.

Thank you.

(josemariasison.eu)
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